
 

THE DAY OF PENTECOST 
 

Sunday 23 May 2021  ⬧  9:00 AM 
 

Grace Episcopal Church, Hinsdale, IL 
 
 

 

GATHERING TOGETHER 
 

PRELUDE                 Pastorale on “Come Down, O Love Divine”      Frank Stoldt (b. 1958)   
 

WELCOME 
  

During this time of pandemic, when we are physically together, you are invited to hum 

the melody of the hymns and psalm. Out of a spirit of care and safety, please do not sing. 
 

HYMN (Sts. 1, 3, 5)                    “Spirit Divine, Attend Our Prayers”             NUN DANKET ALL 
 

 

THE ACCLAMATION 
 

     Presider Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

     People  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

     Presider  The Lord be with you. 

     People  And also with you. 
 

     Presider  Let us pray. 
 

  O God, who on this day taught the hearts of your faithful people  

  by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit: Grant us by the same  

  Spirit to have a right judgment in all things, and evermore to rejoice in his 

  holy comfort; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and  

  reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and  

  ever. Amen.
 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

THE FIRST READING                                            Acts 2:1-21 
 

hen the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And 

suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 

entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 

tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this 

sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 

native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 

Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 

from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages we hear them 

speaking about God's deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 

“What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all 

who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not 

drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken 

through the prophet Joel: 
 

 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

W 
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 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

      and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

 and your young men shall see visions, 

      and your old men shall dream dreams. 

 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

      in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

      and they shall prophesy. 

 And I will show portents in the heaven above 

      and signs on the earth below, 

      blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

 The sun shall be turned to darkness 

      and the moon to blood, 

      before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. 

 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’” 
 

     Reader The Word of the Lord.    

     People Thanks be to God. 
      

     Silence for reflection is kept. 
 
 

THE PSALM          Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
 

     Response 

 

     24 How manifold are your works, O Lord! 

   In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 

     25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number, 

   living things both small and great. 
 

     26 There go the ships to and fro, and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 

     27 All of them look to you to give them their food in due season.  Response   

 

     28 You give it to them; they gather it;    
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 you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 

     29 When you hide your face, they are terrified; 

 when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 
 

     30 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; and so you renew the face of the earth. 

     31 May the glory of the Lord endure forever; O Lord, rejoice in all your works.  Response 
 

     32 You look at the earth and it trembles; you touch the mountains and they smoke. 

     33 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will praise my God while I have my being. 
 

     34 May these words of mine please God. I will rejoice in the Lord. 

     35b Bless the Lord, O my soul. Hallelujah!  Response 
 

 

THE SECOND READING                                Romans 8:22-27 
 

e know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only 

the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while 

we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that 

is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we 

wait for it with patience. 
 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 

that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, 

knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the 

will of God. 
 

     Reader The Word of the Lord. 

     People Thanks be to God.       
 

     Silence for reflection is kept. 
 

     The people stand, as able, for the Sequence Hymn. 
 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN      “Come Down, O Love Divine”               DOWN AMPNEY  

 

W 
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THE GOSPEL                         John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
 

     Preacher The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John. 

     People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

esus said to his disciples, ”When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, 

the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to 

testify because you have been with me from the beginning. 
 

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am 

going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have 

said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to 

your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I 

go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and 

righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, 

because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, because the 

ruler of this world has been condemned. 
 

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth 

comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak 

whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, 

because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this 

J 
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reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
 

     Preacher The Gospel of the Lord. 

     People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 

REFLECTION                                                  Doug Jones 
 

You are invited to view a reflection for children at 10:30 AM or thereafter, offered by Megan Mannor. 
 

 

RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS              
 

     Priest  Through the paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ  

by Baptism into his death, and raised with him to newness of life. I call  

upon you, therefore, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy 

Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and 

promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church. 
 

     Priest  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment  

to Jesus Christ? 

     People I do. 
 

     Priest  Do you believe in God the Father? 

     People   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

      creator of heaven and earth. 
 

     Priest  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

     People   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

       and born of the Virgin Mary. 

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

       was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again. 

  He ascended into heaven, 

       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

     Priest  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
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     People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic Church, 

       the communion of saints, 

       the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. 
 

     Priest  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,  

in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

     People   I will, with God’s help. 
 

     Priest  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin,  

repent and return to the Lord? 
     People   I will, with God’s help. 
 

     Priest  Will you proclaim by word and example  

the Good News of God in Christ? 

     People   I will, with God’s help. 
 

     Priest  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons,  

loving your neighbor as yourself? 

     People   I will, with God’s help. 
 

     Priest  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,  

and respect the dignity of every human being? 

     People   I will, with God’s help. 
 

     Priest  May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us 

  a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the  

  forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our  

  Lord. Amen. 
 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE        
  

     The people kneel or stand for the Prayers. 
 

Reader  Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 

prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast 

love. 
 

     A brief silence. 
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  Gracious God, you give the Holy Spirit to your church, filling it with  

  many and varied gifts. In the church throughout the world, strengthen us 

  in our visioning and dreaming, that it may discover anew the Spirit’s  

  creative work. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

  God of life, your mighty works are too numerous to count. The earth is  

  full of your creatures, living things both great and small. Open your hand 

  and give them the necessities of this life. Send your fresh Spirit over the  

  face of the earth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

  God of the nations, at the sound of the rushing wind, people speaking  

  different languages proclaimed and heard together your deeds of power.  

  Fill the leaders of nations with your Holy Spirit, so that they exercise your 

  gracious will in the lives of people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

  God of faithfulness, you tend to the needs of your people, even the sighs  

  of our hearts. Hear those who cry out to you in distress. Restore to  

  wholeness all who are in any need this day, remembering our bishop- 

  elect Rev. Canon Paula Clark. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

  God of love, fill this community of Grace Church with gratitude for the  

  gifts we have received from you. Renew our ministries, heal our  

  divisions, and  open us to the needs of our neighbors. Hear us, O God.  

  Your mercy is great. 
 

  Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

  God of hope, those who have died in you raise their eternal song of  

  praise. We give you thanks for the many gifts of your people and rejoice  

  in the witness of your saints (especially). Hear us, O God. 

   Your mercy is great. 
 

Presider In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in 

  your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  Amen. 
 
 

THE PEACE 
                      

     Presider  The peace of the risen Christ be always with you. And also with you. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE OFFERTORY 
 

     Offertory Sentence 
 

 

If you wish to give electronically, please scan the QR code  

or follow the link to our electronic giving platform. 
 

   http://www.gracehinsdale.org/give 
 

 

The Iona Invitation 
 

This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ. 

It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more. 

So come, you who have much faith and you who have little; 

you who have been here often 

and you who have not been here for a long time or ever before; 

you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 
 

Come, not because the Church invites you; 

it is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here. 
 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING              
 

     Presider The Lord be with you. 

     People And also with you. 
 

     Presider Lift up your hearts. 

     People We lift them to the Lord. 
 

     Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

     People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

 

     Presider It is right, and a good and joyful thing,  

always and everywhere to give thanks to you,  

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
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  Through Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of his true promise, the  

  Holy Spirit came down from heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach  

  them and to lead them into all truth; uniting peoples of many tongues in  

  the confession of one faith, and giving to your Church the power to serve  

  you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to all nations.  
 

  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

     All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

         Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

         Hosanna in the highest. 
 

     Presider Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us  

for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject  

to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,  

your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,  

to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you,  

the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 

in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,  

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine;  

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,  

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,  

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
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     All  Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

     Presider We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father,  

in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.  

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension,  

we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people  

the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink  

of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also  

that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament,  

and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace;  

and at the last day bring us with all your saints 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit  

all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

     Presider  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,    

     All   Our Father, who art in heaven,  

     hallowed be thy Name,  

       thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

          on earth as it is in heaven.   

   Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

     The bread is broken. Silence is kept. 
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     Fraction Anthem 
 

          Presider Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

          People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

     The Invitation          From a sermon by St. Augustine 

 

          Presider Behold what you are; 

          People May we become what we receive. 
 

 

THE COMMUNION 
 

     Communion Anthem         Laudate Dominum              W. A. Mozart (1756-1791) 
 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

     Presider  Let us pray. 

     All  Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

  of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

  and you have fed us with spiritual food 

  in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

  Send us now into the world in peace, 

  and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 

  with gladness and singleness of heart;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

THE BLESSING                   
 
 

HYMN                   “To Be Your Presence”                                              ENGELBERG 
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EXTINGUISHING THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
  
     Presider  Brothers and sisters, during these fifty days of our Easter celebration, the  

  Paschal Candle has reminded us that as we have died in Christ, so shall  

  we be raised with him.  As we end our Easter observance, let us   

  remember that we are always people of the Resurrection. 
  
  The Paschal Candle is extinguished. 
  
  The light of Christ is in our midst. May the Spirit of our Risen Lord  

  abide with us.  
  
     People  Come Holy Spirit; cleanse us of every impurity, bind our every wound,  

  and shape in us the image of Christ that we might be your church,  

  ministers of your reconciliation. 
 

 

SENT FORTH TO THE WORLD  
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

     The preacher offers a dismissal, the people respond  
 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

POSTLUDE                                    
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How do we deal with difficult Bible passages when we encounter them? 
 

How do we deal with passages which historically have been used by others to vilify groups of 

people—passages that may seem to condone exclusion or condemnation of groups we may 

perceive as “other than us”? Everyone looks at scripture through a lens of some kind—a lens 

which will subsequently help shape the way they approach a given passage and ultimately 

interpret it.  
 

We use the Baptismal Covenant as our lens, specifically “to seek and serve Christ in all persons,” 

and “to strive for justice and peace among all people.” (See the Book of Common Prayer, p. 304.) 

Through the Covenant, we understand how we are called to follow Christ and approach the 

difficult biblical passages with this knowledge in mind.   
 

 

Why use incense in worship? 
 

Incense has a long history in Christianity, Judaism and other religions. It adds our noses to the 

multi-sensory experience of worship. The psalmist expresses the symbolism of incense and 

prayer: “Let my prayer rise like incense before you; the lifting up of my hands as the evening 

sacrifice.” 
 

The clouds of incense represent cleansing and purification. The sweet smell suggests Christ's 

righteousness that covers sin. In some traditions, incense is used to honor holy things and holy 

people (the gathered people, that is, the body of Christ). The altar/table, the bread and wine, the 

ministers and the assembly may be “censed” as a way of showing their importance in the liturgy. 

Incense adds a festive accompaniment to processions, creating “holy clouds” and “holy smells” 

in the air. 
 

The sweet smell of incense is a doorway to the holy in the same way that beautiful music, 

flowers, stained glass, or a room/building can lead us to ponder the mystery of God’s presence. 

Incense in worship is an ancient practice that connects us to the Church around the world and 

through the ages. 
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Richard Frederick Littledale (1833-1890), alt. Tune: DOWN AMPNEY, Ralph Vaughan Williams 
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Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission. Music reprinted under OneLicense.net, 
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A poem for the Day of Pentecost… 
 
 

 

Our Mother-Tongue Is Love 
 

 

by Malcolm Guite (b. 1957) 
 

 
 

 

Today we feel the wind beneath our wings 
 

Today  the hidden fountain flows and plays 
 

Today the church draws breath at last and sings 
 

As every flame becomes a Tongue of praise. 
 

This is the feast of fire, air, and water 
 

Poured out and breathed and kindled into earth. 
 

The earth herself awakens to her maker 
 

And is translated out of death to birth. 
 

The right words come today in their right order 
 

And every word spells freedom and release 
 

Today the gospel crosses every border 
 

All tongues are loosened by the Prince of Peace 
 

Today the lost are found in His translation. 
 

Whose mother-tongue is Love, in every nation. 
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Welcome to the transformative power  

of Christ’s love;  

if you’re here, you belong! 
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