
 

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST: 

TRINITY SUNDAY 
 

Sunday 30 May 2021  ⬧  9:00 AM 
 

Grace Episcopal Church, Hinsdale, IL 
 
 

 
 

 

GATHERING TOGETHER 
 

 
 

PRELUDE               Antiphon: “How Fair and How Pleasant Art Thou”   Marcel Dupré (1886-1971) 
 

WELCOME 
  

HYMN                           “Holy, Holy, Holy”    NICAEA 
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THE ACCLAMATION 
 

     Presider Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

     People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

     Presider  The Lord be with you. 

     People  And also with you. 
 

     Presider  Let us pray. 
 

  Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your servants grace,  

  by the confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal  

  Trinity, and in the power of your divine Majesty to worship the Unity:  

  Keep us steadfast in this faith and worship, and bring us at last to see you  

  in your one and eternal glory, O Father; who with the Son and the Holy  

  Spirit live and reign, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
 

A COLLECT FOR MEMORIAL DAY 
 

  O Judge of the nations, we remember before you with grateful hearts  

  the men and women of our country who, in the day of decision,  

  ventured much for the liberties we now enjoy.  

  Grant that we may not rest until all the people of this land  

  share in the benefits of true freedom and gladly accept its disciplines.  

  This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

THE FIRST READING                                           Isaiah 6:1-8 
 

n the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the 

hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: 

with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 

And one called to another and said: 
 

 “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 

      the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

I 
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The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with 

smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 

people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 
 

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a 

pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your 

lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” Then I heard the voice of the Lord 

saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 
 

     Reader The Word of the Lord.    

     People Thanks be to God. 
      

     Silence for reflection is kept. 
 

 

THE PSALM                               Psalm 29 
 

     Response 

      

     1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, 

        ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

     2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; 

      worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

     3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

      the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 

     4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; 

      the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. Response 
 

     5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; 

        the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

     6 the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

      and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

     7 The voice of the Lord 

      bursts forth in lightning flashes. 

     8 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 

      the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. Response 
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     9 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 

      And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 

     10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; 

      the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore.  

     11 O Lord, give strength to your people; 

        give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace. Response 
 

 

THE SECOND READING                                Romans 8:12-17
 

o then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— for 

if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds 

of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you 

did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. 

When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 

children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ— if, in fact, 

we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
 

     Reader The Word of the Lord. 

     People Thanks be to God.       
 

     Silence for reflection is kept. 
 

     The people stand, as able, for the Sequence Hymn. 
 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN      “Come, Join the Dance of Trinity”                      KINGSFOLD 
 

 

S 
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THE GOSPEL                                                     John 3:1-17 
 

     Preacher The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John. 

     People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

here was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and 

said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can 

do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I 

tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to 

him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 

mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 

kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and 

what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from 

above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 

where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of 

Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
 

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do 

not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how 

can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the 

one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal 

life. 
 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 

T 
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not perish but may have eternal life. 
 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 

world might be saved through him. 
 

     Preacher The Gospel of the Lord. 

     People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

REFLECTION                                            Donna Ialongo 
 
 

 

 

Holy Sonnets: Batter my heart, three-person’d God 
 

John Donne (1572-1631) 
 

 

 

Batter my heart, three-person'd God, for you 

As yet but knock, breathe, shine, and seek to mend; 

That I may rise and stand, o'erthrow me, and bend 

Your force to break, blow, burn, and make me new. 

I, like an usurp'd town to another due, 

Labor to admit you, but oh, to no end; 

Reason, your viceroy in me, me should defend, 

But is captiv'd, and proves weak or untrue. 

Yet dearly I love you, and would be lov'd fain, 

But am betroth'd unto your enemy; 

Divorce me, untie or break that knot again, 

Take me to you, imprison me, for I, 

Except you enthrall me, never shall be free, 

Nor ever chaste, except you ravish me. 
 
 

 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                                            The Apostles’ Creed 
 

      I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

      creator of heaven and earth. 
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      I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

      He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

           and born of the Virgin Mary. 

      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

            was crucified, died, and was buried. 

      He descended to the dead. 

      On the third day he rose again. 

      He ascended into heaven, 

           and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

      He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

      the holy catholic Church, 

      the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, 

      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE        
  

     The people kneel or stand for the Prayers. 
 

Reader  Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
 

     A brief silence. 

 

  We pray, O God, for your holy church around the world. Revitalize and  

  renew us, that we may be reborn once again through the waters of  

  baptism and the blowing wind of your Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, hear  

  our prayer. 
 

  We give you thanks for your power revealed to us in creation; for cedar  

  and oak trees, for rushing waters, for the echoes of thunder. Lord, in your 

  mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

  We pray for the nations and our leaders, that led by your Spirit, they  

  work towards a world where all of your children enjoy peace. We pray  

  especially for nations currently experiencing war or turmoil. Lord, in  

  your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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  We pray for healing for all those who suffer, especially victims and  

  survivors of trauma or violence. Give respite to those living with PTSD or 

  any other mental health concerns. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

  We pray for this worshiping community of Grace Church, that the  

  splendor of your majesty and the holiness of your mystery may be  

  glorified through our worship and in our relationships with one another.  

  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

  Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

  We give you thanks, O God, for those who have died in the faith. We  

  remember also those whose lives have been lost due to the horrors of war. 

  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Presider We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. Amen. 
 

 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

     Presider Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

     Silence is kept. 
 

     All  Most merciful God, 

  we confess that we have sinned against you 

  in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

     Presider Almighty God have mercy on you,  

forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit  

  keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
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THE PEACE 

                      

     Presider  The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you. 
 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE OFFERTORY 
 

     Offertory Sentence 
 

If you wish to give electronically, please scan the QR code  

or follow the link to our electronic giving platform. 
 

   http://www.gracehinsdale.org/give 
 

 
 

The Iona Invitation 
 

This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ. 

It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more. 

So come, you who have much faith and you who have little; 

you who have been here often 

and you who have not been here for a long time or ever before; 

you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 
 

Come, not because the Church invites you; 

it is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here. 
 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING              
 

     Presider The Lord be with you. 

     People And also with you. 
 

     Presider Lift up your hearts. 

     People We lift them to the Lord. 
 

     Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

     People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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     Presider It is right, and a good and joyful thing,  

always and everywhere to give thanks to you,  

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  For with your co-eternal Son and Holy Spirit, you are one God, one Lord,  

  in Trinity of Persons and Unity of Being; and we celebrate the one and  

  equal glory of you, O Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
 

  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

     All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

         Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

         Hosanna in the highest. 
 

     Presider Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us  

for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject  

to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,  

your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,  

to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you,  

the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 

in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,  

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine;  

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,  

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,  

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

     All  Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

     Presider We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father,  

in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.  

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension,  

we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people  

the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink  

of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also  

that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament,  

and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace;  

and at the last day bring us with all your saints 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit  

all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

     Presider  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,    
 

     All   Our Father, who art in heaven,  

     hallowed be thy Name,  

       thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

          on earth as it is in heaven.   

   Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

     for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

     The bread is broken. Silence is kept. 
 
 

     Fraction Anthem 
 

          Presider Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

          People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
 

     The Invitation          From a sermon by St. Augustine 

 

          Presider Behold what you are; 

          People May we become what we receive. 
 
 

THE COMMUNION 
 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

     Presider  Let us pray. 
 

     All  Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

  of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

  and you have fed us with spiritual food 

  in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

  Send us now into the world in peace, 

  and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 

  with gladness and singleness of heart;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

THE BLESSING                   
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HYMN                                 “I Bind Unto Myself Today”           ST. PATRICK’S BREASTPLATE 
 

 

 

 
 

 

        The hymn continues      
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SENT FORTH TO THE WORLD  
 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

     The preacher offers a dismissal, the people respond  
 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 

POSTLUDE                       Prelude and Fugue in B-Flat Major         Johann Kuhnau (1660-1722) 
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How do we deal with difficult Bible passages when we encounter them? 
 

How do we deal with passages which historically have been used by others to vilify groups of 

people—passages that may seem to condone exclusion or condemnation of groups we may 

perceive as “other than us”? Everyone looks at scripture through a lens of some kind—a lens 

which will subsequently help shape the way they approach a given passage and ultimately 

interpret it.  
 

We use the Baptismal Covenant as our lens, specifically “to seek and serve Christ in all persons,” 

and “to strive for justice and peace among all people.” (See the Book of Common Prayer, p. 304.) 

Through the Covenant, we understand how we are called to follow Christ and approach the 

difficult biblical passages with this knowledge in mind.   
 

 

Why use incense in worship? 
 

Incense has a long history in Christianity, Judaism and other religions. It adds our noses to the 

multi-sensory experience of worship. The psalmist expresses the symbolism of incense and 

prayer: “Let my prayer rise like incense before you; the lifting up of my hands as the evening 

sacrifice.” 
 

The clouds of incense represent cleansing and purification. The sweet smell suggests Christ's 

righteousness that covers sin. In some traditions, incense is used to honor holy things and holy 

people (the gathered people, that is, the body of Christ). The altar/table, the bread and wine, the 

ministers and the assembly may be “censed” as a way of showing their importance in the liturgy. 

Incense adds a festive accompaniment to processions, creating “holy clouds” and “holy smells” 

in the air. 
 

The sweet smell of incense is a doorway to the holy in the same way that beautiful music, 

flowers, stained glass, or a room/building can lead us to ponder the mystery of God’s presence. 

Incense in worship is an ancient practice that connects us to the Church around the world and 

through the ages. 
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Welcome to the transformative power  

of Christ’s love;  

if you’re here, you belong! 
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