THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Sunday 20 June 2021 ⬧ 9:00 AM
Grace Episcopal Church, Hinsdale, IL

GATHERING TOGETHER
PRELUDE

Retrospection (from Songs without Words)

F. Mendelssohn (1809-1847)

WELCOME
HYMN

“For the Beauty of the Earth”

DIX

THE ACCLAMATION
Presider
People

Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider

Let us pray.
O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name,
for you never fail to help and govern those whom you have set upon the
sure foundation of your loving-kindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

A COLLECT FOR FATHERS’ DAY
O God, our Creator, through your Son Jesus Christ you have revealed
yourself as a heavenly Father to all your children. Bless, we pray, all
earthly fathers. Strengthen them to nurture, protect, and guide those
entrusted to their care. Instill within them the virtues of love and
patience. May they be slow to anger and quick to forgive. By your Holy
Spirit, may all fathers be strong and steadfast examples of faithfulness,
responsibility, and loving-kindness. Hold, in your tender loving mercy,
all who have fathered us, and are with us no longer; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD
THE FIRST READING

T

Job 38:1-11

he Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind:

“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?
Gird up your loins like a man,
I will question you, and you shall declare to me.
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“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?
Tell me, if you have understanding.
Who determined its measurements—surely you know!
Or who stretched the line upon it?
On what were its bases sunk,
or who laid its cornerstone
when the morning stars sang together
and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy?
“Or who shut in the sea with doors
when it burst out from the womb?—
when I made the clouds its garment,
and thick darkness its swaddling band,
and prescribed bounds for it,
and set bars and doors,
and said, 'Thus far shall you come, and no farther,
and here shall your proud waves be stopped’?”
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Silence for reflection is kept.

THE PSALM

Psalm 107:23-31

Response

Some sailed to the sea in ships to trade on the mighty waters.
They saw the deeds of the Lord, the wonders he does in the deep. Response
For God spoke and summoned the gale, tossing the waves of the sea
up to heaven and back into the deep; their souls melted away in distress. Response
Then they cried to the Lord in their need and he rescued them from their distress.
God stilled the storm to a whisper; all the waves of the sea were hushed. Response
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They rejoiced because of the calm and God led them to the haven they desired.
Let them confess the love of the Lord, the wonders God does for the people. Response

THE SECOND READING

2 Corinthians 6:1-13

A

s we work together with Christ, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. For
he says,

“At an acceptable time I have listened to you,
and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle in
anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we have
commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships,
calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge,
patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with
the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill
repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet are
well known; as dying, and see-- we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet
always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing
everything.
We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. There is no restriction
in our affections, but only in yours. In return-- I speak as to children-- open wide your hearts also.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Silence for reflection is kept.
The people stand, as able, for the Sequence Hymn.

SEQUENCE HYMN

“Jesus, All My Gladness”
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JESU, MEINE FREUDE

THE GOSPEL
Preacher
People

Mark 4:35-41
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

W

hen evening had come, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go across to the other side.” And
leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats
were with him. A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was
already being swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up
and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” He woke up and rebuked the
wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. He
said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” And they were filled with great awe
and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”
Preacher
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

REFLECTION

Christian Pierce
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The people kneel or stand for the Prayers.
Reader

Let us come before the triune God in prayer.

A brief silence.

Holy God, you gather your people from east and west, north and south.
We pray for the mission of the church throughout the world, that your
steadfast love may be made known to all peoples. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You laid the foundations of the earth and the waters are the womb of
creation. The morning stars sing your name and all creation shouts for
joy. We pray for your blessed creation, that it may continue to flourish
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and magnify your glory. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You keep watch over all nations. We pray for countries experiencing
violence, hunger, and unrest. Guide worldwide and local community
organizations in their efforts to establish safety and justice. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
You are close to the brokenhearted and near to those in distress. We pray
for those who are experiencing oppression. Liberate us from the systems
and chains that bind us. Remove the barriers which separate us from one
another. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You dwell with us in this faith community. We pray for our clergy and
lay leaders. Grant them knowledge, patience, and kindness, that through
their leadership you may be exalted in this assembly. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Your love endures in all situations. On this Father’s Day, we pray for
those who are fathers or wish to be fathers, for those with broken or
strained relationships, for those who are missing their fathers, and for
fathers who have lost children. Bless and strengthen them. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Presider

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. Amen.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Presider

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence is kept.
All

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
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We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Presider

Almighty God have mercy on you,
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Presider

The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY
Offertory Sentence
We thank God for every gift which helps continue the mission and ministries of Grace Church.
To give electronically, please scan the QR code or follow the link to our giving platform. Thank you!
http://www.gracehinsdale.org/give

The Iona Invitation
This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ.
It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more.
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little;
you who have been here often
and you who have not been here for a long time or ever before;
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.
Come, not because the Church invites you;
it is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider
People

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Presider
People

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Presider

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people
in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

All

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Presider

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us
for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject
to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you,
the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
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“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
All

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Presider

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father,
in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people
the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink
of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also
that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament,
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace;
and at the last day bring us with all your saints
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Presider

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
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on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The bread is broken. Silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem
Presider
People

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Invitation
Presider
People

From a sermon by St. Augustine

Behold what you are;
May we become what we receive.

THE COMMUNION
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Presider

Let us pray.

All

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE BLESSING
HYMN

“O Jesus, I Have Promised”

NYLAND

SENT FORTH TO THE WORLD
THE DISMISSAL
The preacher offers a dismissal, and the people respond

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

POSTLUDE

Processional in E-Flat
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David N. Johnson (1922-1987)

How do we deal with difficult Bible passages when we encounter them?
How do we deal with passages which historically have been used by others to vilify groups of
people—passages that may seem to condone exclusion or condemnation of groups we may
perceive as “other than us”? Everyone looks at scripture through a lens of some kind—a lens
which will subsequently help shape the way they approach a given passage and ultimately
interpret it.
We use the Baptismal Covenant as our lens, specifically “to seek and serve Christ in all persons,”
and “to strive for justice and peace among all people.” (See the Book of Common Prayer, p. 304.)
Through the Covenant, we understand how we are called to follow Christ and approach the
difficult biblical passages with this knowledge in mind.

Why use incense in worship?
Incense has a long history in Christianity, Judaism and other religions. It adds our noses to the
multi-sensory experience of worship. The psalmist expresses the symbolism of incense and
prayer: “Let my prayer rise like incense before you; the lifting up of my hands as the evening
sacrifice.”
The clouds of incense represent cleansing and purification. The sweet smell suggests Christ's
righteousness that covers sin. In some traditions, incense is used to honor holy things and holy
people (the gathered people, that is, the body of Christ). The altar/table, the bread and wine, the
ministers and the assembly may be “censed” as a way of showing their importance in the liturgy.
Incense adds a festive accompaniment to processions, creating “holy clouds” and “holy smells”
in the air.
The sweet smell of incense is a doorway to the holy in the same way that beautiful music,
flowers, stained glass, or a room/building can lead us to ponder the mystery of God’s presence.
Incense in worship is an ancient practice that connects us to the Church around the world and
through the ages.
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Welcome to the transformative power
of Christ’s love;
if you’re here, you belong!

G RACE E PISCOPAL C HURCH
120 East First Street
630-323-4900

AND

A CADEMY

Hinsdale, Illinois 60521
gracehinsdale.org
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