THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Sunday 11 July 2021 ⬧ 9:00 AM
Grace Episcopal Church, Hinsdale, IL

GATHERING TOGETHER
PRELUDE

“Rejoice in the Lord Alway”

Anonymous, 16th cent.

Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say, rejoice. Let your softness be known unto all men:
the Lord is at hand. Be careful for nothing: but in all prayer and supplication, let your petitions
be manifest unto God with giving of thanks. And the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesu. Amen. (Phil. 4:4-7)

WELCOME
HYMN

“When Morning Gilds the Skies”

LAUDES DOMINI

THE ACCLAMATION
Presider
People

Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider

Let us pray.
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you,
and grant that they may know and understand what things they ought
to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD
THE FIRST READING

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19

D

avid again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. David and all the people
with him set out and went from Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of God, which is
called by the name of the Lord of hosts who is enthroned on the cherubim. They carried the ark
of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah
and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were driving the new cart with the ark of God; and Ahio went in
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front of the ark. David and all the house of Israel were dancing before the Lord with all their
might, with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals.
So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom to the city of David
with rejoicing; and when those who bore the ark of the Lord had gone six paces, he sacrificed an
ox and a fatling. David danced before the Lord with all his might; David was girded with a linen
ephod. So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with shouting, and
with the sound of the trumpet.
As the ark of the Lord came into the city of David, Michal daughter of Saul looked out of the
window, and saw King David leaping and dancing before the Lord; and she despised him in her
heart.
They brought in the ark of the Lord, and set it in its place, inside the tent that David had pitched
for it; and David offered burnt offerings and offerings of well-being before the Lord. When
David had finished offering the burnt offerings and the offerings of well-being, he blessed the
people in the name of the Lord of hosts, and distributed food among all the people, the whole
multitude of Israel, both men and women, to each a cake of bread, a portion of meat, and a cake
of raisins. Then all the people went back to their homes.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Silence for reflection is kept.

THE PSALM

Psalm 24:1-6

Response

The earth belongs to the Lord, and all that we enjoy.
A strong foundation was laid, was laid within the seas. Response
O tell us, who shall ascend? Who shall go up to God’s house?
They are those who love the Lord, who make God’s will their own. Response
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O tell us, who are these saints, these saints who praise God’s name?
They are those whose hearts are clean, whose joy is in the Lord. Response
The Lord will bless the just, new life shall be restored.
O come and seek the Lord; O praise God’s holy name. Response

THE SECOND READING

Ephesians 1:3-14

B

lessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption
as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his
glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished
on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to
his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an
inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things
according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might
live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy
Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God's own people, to the praise
of his glory.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Silence for reflection is kept.
The people stand, as able, for the Sequence Hymn.

SEQUENCE HYMN
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THE GOSPEL
Preacher
People

Mark 6:14-29
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

K

ing Herod heard of Jesus and his disciples, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were
saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers
are at work in him.” But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the
prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.”
For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on
account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. For John had been
telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias had a grudge
against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he
was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly
perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But an opportunity came when Herod on his
birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. When his
daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to
the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” And he solemnly swore to her,
“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” She went out and said to her
mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.” Immediately she
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rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the
Baptist on a platter.” The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the
guests, he did not want to refuse her. Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with
orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, brought his head on a
platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard about
it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.
Preacher
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

REFLECTION

Cindy Jackson King

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The people kneel or stand for the Prayers.
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Reader

Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
A brief silence.

Holy parent, you welcome your people into one family and gather all
things to yourself. Bestow your grace upon your beloved church, lavish
your wisdom upon us, and redeem us from our faults, that by our
witness all might praise your glory. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Awesome Creator, you steadfastly tend to the smallest of seeds and the
mightiest of sycamore trees. Spring up green growth from the earth,
nourish the growth of fruit, grain, and other crops, and bless the work of
farmers and laborers. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of the oppressed, turn the ears of those who are in power to the
voices of prophets in our own day. Protect those who speak difficult
truths when it is risky to do so. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of strength, you are near to those who endure difficulty. Comfort all
who are survivors of violence, guard the refugee and the immigrant, and
protect all those who are victims of prejudice and discrimination. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of love, we pray for this holy house and all who worship here.
We pray also for those whose efforts behind the scenes often go
unnoticed: our custodial and maintenance team, our office staff; the
livestream and media production team, and all our volunteers. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We thank you, God, for the saints, martyrs, and prophets who have died
in the faith, remembering today St. Benedict of Nursia. We remember
those in this community who have recently died. United with them as
God’s children, assure us that we are yours forever. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Presider

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. Amen.
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THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Presider

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence is kept.
All

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Presider

Almighty God have mercy on you,
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Presider

The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY
Offertory Sentence
We thank God for every gift which helps continue the mission and ministries of Grace Church.
To give electronically, please scan the QR code or follow the link to our giving platform. Thank you!
http://www.gracehinsdale.org/give
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The Iona Invitation
This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ.
It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more.
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little;
you who have been here often
and you who have not been here for a long time or ever before;
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.
Come, not because the Church invites you;
it is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider
People

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Presider
People

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Presider

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people
in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

All

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Presider

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us
for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject
to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you,
the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

All

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Presider

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father,
in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people
the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink
of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also
that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament,
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and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace;
and at the last day bring us with all your saints
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Presider

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The bread is broken. Silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem
Presider
People

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Invitation
Presider
People

From a sermon by St. Augustine

Behold what you are;
May we become what we receive.
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THE COMMUNION
Communion Anthem

“Jesus, My Breath, My Life, My Lord”

K. Lee Scott (b. 1950)

Jesus, my breath, my life, my Lord, take of my soul the inmost part;
let vision, mind and will be stored with Christ the Master of my heart,
my breath, my life, my Lord.
Jesus, my Lord, my breath, my life, my living bread for every day,
in calm and comfort, storm and strife, Christ be my truth, as Christ my way,
my Lord, my breath, my life.
Jesus my life, my Lord, my breath, the pulse and beat of all my years,
constant alike in life and death— and when eternal day appears
my life, my Lord, my breath.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Presider

Let us pray.

All

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
HYMN

“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”
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HYFRYDOL

SENT FORTH TO THE WORLD
THE DISMISSAL
The preacher offers a dismissal, and the people respond

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

POSTLUDE

Fugue 9me.
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François Roberday (1620-1690)

How do we deal with difficult Bible passages when we encounter them?
How do we deal with passages which historically have been used by others to vilify groups of
people—passages that may seem to condone exclusion or condemnation of groups we may
perceive as “other than us”? Everyone looks at scripture through a lens of some kind—a lens
which will subsequently help shape the way they approach a given passage and ultimately
interpret it.
We use the Baptismal Covenant as our lens, specifically “to seek and serve Christ in all persons,”
and “to strive for justice and peace among all people.” (See the Book of Common Prayer, p. 304.)
Through the Covenant, we understand how we are called to follow Christ and approach the
difficult biblical passages with this knowledge in mind.

Why use incense in worship?
Incense has a long history in Christianity, Judaism and other religions. It adds our noses to the
multi-sensory experience of worship. The psalmist expresses the symbolism of incense and
prayer: “Let my prayer rise like incense before you; the lifting up of my hands as the evening
sacrifice.”
The clouds of incense represent cleansing and purification. The sweet smell suggests Christ's
righteousness that covers sin. In some traditions, incense is used to honor holy things and holy
people (the gathered people, that is, the body of Christ). The altar/table, the bread and wine, the
ministers and the assembly may be “censed” as a way of showing their importance in the liturgy.
Incense adds a festive accompaniment to processions, creating “holy clouds” and “holy smells”
in the air.
The sweet smell of incense is a doorway to the holy in the same way that beautiful music,
flowers, stained glass, or a room/building can lead us to ponder the mystery of God’s presence.
Incense in worship is an ancient practice that connects us to the Church around the world and
through the ages.
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Welcome to the transformative power
of Christ’s love;
if you’re here, you belong!

G RACE E PISCOPAL C HURCH
120 East First Street
630-323-4900

AND

A CADEMY

Hinsdale, Illinois 60521
gracehinsdale.org
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