THE LAST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Sunday 21 November 2021 ⬧ 10:00 AM
Grace Episcopal Church, Hinsdale, IL

GATHERING TOGETHER
PRELUDE

“Thou Shalt Know Him When He Comes”

Mark Sirett (b. 1952)

Thou shalt know him when he comes, not by any din of drums,
nor his manners, nor his airs, nor by anything he wears.
Thou shalt know him when he comes, not by his crown or by his gown,
but his coming known shall be, by the holy harmony which his coming makes in thee. Amen.

WELCOME
HYMN (Stanzas 1, 4-6)

“At the Name of Jesus”
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KING’S WESTON

THE ACCLAMATION
Presider
People

Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider

Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things
in your well-beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords:
Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved
by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.
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THE WORD OF GOD
THE FIRST READING

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

A

s I watched,
thrones were set in place,
and an Ancient One took his throne,
his clothing was white as snow,
and the hair of his head like pure wool;
his throne was fiery flames,
and its wheels were burning fire.
A stream of fire issued
and flowed out from his presence.
A thousand thousands served him,
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him.
The court sat in judgment,
and the books were opened.
As I watched in the night visions,
I saw one like a human being
coming with the clouds of heaven.
And he came to the Ancient One
and was presented before him.
To him was given dominion
and glory and kingship,
that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion
that shall not pass away,
and his kingship is one
that shall never be destroyed.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Silence for reflection is kept.
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THE PSALM

Psalm 93

Response

1
2

3
4

5
6

The LORD is King; he has put on splendid apparel;
the LORD has put on his apparel and girded himself with strength.
He has made the whole world so sure
that it cannot be moved; Response
Ever since the world began, your throne has been established;
you are from everlasting.
The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted up their voice;
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves. Response
Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea,
mightier is the LORD who dwells on high.
Your testimonies are very sure,
and holiness adorns your house, O LORD, for ever and for evermore. Response

THE SECOND READING

Revelation 1:4b-8

G

race to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the
seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom,
priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come,
the Almighty.
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Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Silence for reflection is kept.
The people stand, as able, for the Sequence Hymn.

SEQUENCE HYMN

“Jesus Came, Adored by Angels”
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LOWRY

THE GOSPEL
Preacher
People

John 18:33-37
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

P

ilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of
the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?”
Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you
over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my
kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed
over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a
king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate asked
him, “What is truth?”
Preacher
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

REFLECTION

Donna Ialongo

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
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was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The people kneel or stand for the Prayers.
Reader

Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now
as we pray for the church, the world, and everyone in need.
A brief silence.

God, you sent your Son Jesus to testify to the truth. We pray for
preachers, missionaries, evangelists, and teachers who carry your
forgiveness and love to the world. Fill their words and actions with
compassion and kindness so that your truth will shine. God, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to liberate all of creation. We pray for all
living things longing for the freedom to flourish, from ancient trees and
wild grasses to endangered animals and rare insects. Give human beings
compassionate hearts to care for them. God, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to lead us into the way of peace. Direct the
members of international alliances in choosing a nonviolent path toward
the future. Give them the humility and wisdom to make just decisions to
benefit all. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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God, you sent your Son Jesus to make us into your own people, set free to
serve you. We pray for people who serve the well-being of others,
especially ministries in our community. Renew them in their work. God,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to rule in all times and places. We pray for
the friends of our congregation who are unable to join our worship in
person and for all who are sick and suffering. Join their prayers with ours
and unite them with us in the body of Christ. God, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

God, you sent your Son Jesus to be our beginning and our ending. We
give thanks for those whose lives have given us a glimpse of Jesus’ reign
of justice and peace. Empower us to join their witness. God, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Presider

God our hope and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray.
Remain with us always, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Presider

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence is kept.
All

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
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Presider

Almighty God have mercy on you,
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Presider

The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY
Offertory Sentence
We thank God for every gift which helps continue the mission and ministries of Grace Church.
To give electronically, please scan the QR code or follow the link to our giving platform. Thank you!
http://www.gracehinsdale.org/give

The Iona Invitation
This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ.
It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more.
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little;
you who have been here often
and you who have not been here for a long time or ever before;
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.
Come, not because the Church invites you;
it is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Presider

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image,
and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Presider

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us
for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject
to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you,
the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Presider

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father,
in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we offer you these gifts.
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Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people
the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink
of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also
that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament,
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace;
and at the last day bring us with all your saints
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Presider

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The bread is broken. Silence is kept.
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Fraction Anthem

The Invitation
Presider
People

From a sermon by St. Augustine

Behold what you are;
May we become what we receive.

THE COMMUNION
Communion Anthem

“E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come”

Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins,
who loved us all and shed his blood that we might saved be.
Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord, the Lord Almighty God,
who was and is to come; Sing Holy, Holy, Lord!
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein,
rejoice on earth, ye saints below, for Christ is coming soon!
E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more;
they need no light nor lamp nor sun, for Christ will be their All!

(From Revelation 22)

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Presider

Let us pray.

All

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
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Paul Manz (1919-2009)

and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
HYMN

“Lift High the Cross”

CRUCIFER

SENT FORTH TO THE WORLD
THE DISMISSAL
The preacher offers a dismissal, and the people respond

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

POSTLUDE

Sonata II: Allegro maestoso e vivace
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Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)

How do we deal with difficult Bible passages when we encounter them?
How do we deal with passages which historically have been used by others to vilify groups of
people—passages that may seem to condone exclusion or condemnation of groups we may
perceive as “other than us”? Everyone looks at scripture through a lens of some kind—a lens
which will subsequently help shape the way they approach a given passage and ultimately
interpret it.
We use the Baptismal Covenant as our lens, specifically “to seek and serve Christ in all persons,”
and “to strive for justice and peace among all people.” (See the Book of Common Prayer, p. 304.)
Through the Covenant, we understand how we are called to follow Christ and approach the
difficult biblical passages with this knowledge in mind.

Why use incense in worship?
Incense has a long history in Christianity, Judaism and other religions. It adds our noses to the
multi-sensory experience of worship. The psalmist expresses the symbolism of incense and
prayer: “Let my prayer rise like incense before you; the lifting up of my hands as the evening
sacrifice.”
The clouds of incense represent cleansing and purification. The sweet smell suggests Christ's
righteousness that covers sin. In some traditions, incense is used to honor holy things and holy
people (the gathered people, that is, the body of Christ). The altar/table, the bread and wine, the
ministers and the assembly may be “censed” as a way of showing their importance in the liturgy.
Incense adds a festive accompaniment to processions, creating “holy clouds” and “holy smells”
in the air.
The sweet smell of incense is a doorway to the holy in the same way that beautiful music,
flowers, stained glass, or a room/building can lead us to ponder the mystery of God’s presence.
Incense in worship is an ancient practice that connects us to the Church around the world and
through the ages.
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Welcome to the transformative power
of Christ’s love;
if you’re here, you belong!

G RACE E PISCOPAL C HURCH
120 East First Street
630-323-4900

AND

A CADEMY

Hinsdale, Illinois 60521
gracehinsdale.org
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