
 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

Sunday 5 December 2021 ⬧ 10:00 AM 

Grace Episcopal Church, Hinsdale, IL 
 
 

 
 

 

GATHERING TOGETHER 
 

 

PRELUDE    “Lament”                      Bob Moore (b. 1962)  
 

 

WELCOME    
 

 

ADVENT WREATH BLESSING  
 

     Presider We praise you, O God, for this circle of light 

  that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 

  As we light the candles on this wreath, 

  kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, 

  that we may be light shining in the darkness. 

  Enlighten us with your grace, 

  that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us. 

  Grant this through Christ our Lord, 

  whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen. 
 

 

THE ACCLAMATION 

 

     Presider Blessed are you,  holy and living One: 

     People You come to your people and set them free. 
 

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

 

     Presider Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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HYMN                             “Blessed Be the God of Israel”                  FOREST GREEN     
 

 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

     Presider The Lord be with you. 

     People And also with you. 
 

     Presider Let us pray. 
 

  Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets  

  to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation:  

  Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins,  

  that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer;  

  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  

  now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
 

THE FIRST READING                                                            Baruch 5:1-9       
 

ake off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, 

     and put on forever the beauty of the glory from God. 

Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; 

     put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; 

for God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven. 

For God will give you evermore the name, 

     “Righteous Peace, Godly Glory.” 

Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; 

     look toward the east, 

and see your children gathered from west and east 

     at the word of the Holy One, 

     rejoicing that God has remembered them. 

For they went out from you on foot, 

     led away by their enemies; 

but God will bring them back to you, 

     carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 

For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low 

     and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, 

     so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. 

The woods and every fragrant tree 

     have shaded Israel at God's command. 

For God will lead Israel with joy, 

     in the light of his glory, 

     with the mercy and righteousness that come from him. 
 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

T 
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THE SONG OF ZECHARIAH                                  Luke 1:68-79 
           

     Response 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

     Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, 

 you have come to your people and set them free. 

     You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, 

 born of the house of your servant David.  Response 
 

     Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies, 

 from the hands of all who hate us, 

     to show mercy to our forebears, 

 and to remember your holy covenant. 
 

     This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 

 to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

     free to worship you without fear, 

 holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.  Response 
 

     And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 

 for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 

     to give God’s people knowledge of salvation 

 by the forgiveness of their sins. 
 

     In the tender compassion of our God 

 the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

     to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

   and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  Response 
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THE SECOND READING                                     Philippians 1:3-11 
 

 thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my 

prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am 

confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by 

the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me 

in your heart, for all of you share in God's grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the 

defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 

compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more 

with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ 

you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

SEQUENCE HYMN        “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying”         ASCENSION 

I 
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THE GOSPEL                                                     Luke 3:1-6 

 

     Preacher The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 
     People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

n the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 

Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 

Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 

the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region 

around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written 

in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

      make his paths straight. 

 Every valley shall be filled, 

      and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

 and the crooked shall be made straight, 

      and the rough ways made smooth; 

 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 
 

     Preacher The Gospel of the Lord. 

     People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 

REFLECTION                                                                       Donna Ialongo 
        

 

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                A New Zealand Prayer Book 
 

       You, O God, are supreme and holy. 

       You create our world and give us life. 

       Your purpose overarches everything we do. 

       You have always been with us. 

       You are God.  
    

       You, O God, are infinitely generous, 

       good beyond all measure. 

       You came to us before we came to you. 

       You have revealed and proved 

       your love for us in Jesus Christ, 

I 
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       who lived and died and rose again. 

       You are with us now.  

       You are God. 
 

      You, O God, are Holy Spirit. 

      You empower us to be your gospel in the world. 

      You reconcile and heal; you overcome death. 
 

      You are our God. We worship you. 
 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

     The people kneel or stand for the Prayers. 
 

     Reader In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people   

  and places that yearn for God’s presence. 
   

  A brief silence. 
 

  You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming.  

  Make our bishops, priests, deacons, and lay preachers confident in their  

  preaching, that their words and our lives witness to your grace. Hear us,  

  O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

  Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them  

  with shelter and care, and bring us into right relationship with the earth  

  that you create and call good. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

  Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on  

  behalf of those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones;   

  immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who are  

  oppressed. Make them bold in their commitments to justice and   

  reconciliation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

  Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and  

  our lives to reach out with compassion to those who are hungry,   

  oppressed, lonely, or ill. Grant them healing and wholeness. Hear us, O  

  God. Your mercy is great. 
 

  Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly 
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   received. Embolden those who ask hard questions and challenge accepted 

  ways. Instill in youth and elders alike a passion for pointing to Jesus in all 

  things. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

  Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

  We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more  

  humbly remembered. Confident that your work will be completed, we  

  live in faith until the day of your coming. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is  

  great. 
 

     Presider God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect.   

  Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.  

  Amen. 
 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION         
 

     Presider Let us confess our sins to God. 
 

     All  God of all mercy,  

we confess that we have sinned against you, 

  opposing your will in our lives. 

  We have denied your goodness in each other, 

       in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

  We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

       the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. 

  Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

  that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 
 

     Presider Almighty God have mercy on you,  

forgive you all your sins 

  through the grace of Jesus Christ,  

strengthen you in all goodness, 

  and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

 

THE PEACE 
 

     Presider The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE OFFERTORY 
 

     Offertory Sentence 
 

We thank God for every gift which helps continue the mission and ministries of Grace Church. 

To give electronically, please scan the QR code or follow the link to our giving platform. Thank you! 
 

 

http://www.gracehinsdale.org/give 
 

 

 

 

The Iona Invitation 
 

This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ. 

It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more. 
 

So come, you who have much faith and you who have little; 

you who have been here often 

and you who have not been here for a long time or ever before; 

you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 
 

Come, not because the Church invites you; 

it is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here. 
 

 
 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING        
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     Presider Blessed be your name, Lord God of time and eternity, 

       for you have come to your people and set them free. 

  You have spoken through the mouth of holy prophets 

       and remembered your covenant of old. 

  You have prepared the way of our salvation  

       by raising up a mighty Savior from the house of your servant David. 

  In his resurrection you gave us knowledge of salvation 

       by the forgiveness of our sins 

       that we might serve you without fear 

       in holiness and righteousness all our days. 

  And so with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, 

       we join the unending hymn. 
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     Presider God of the future and the past, you promised that all flesh shall see your  

  salvation: show us the salvation you bring through the flesh and blood  

       of your only Son. 

  As your prophets heralded his saving glory,  

       sanctify your church for his promised coming. 

  Send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and cup 

       that they may be for us the body and blood of Christ our Lord;   

  who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, 

       broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, 

       “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; 

       do this in remembrance of me.” 

  After supper he took the cup. 

  Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

       “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 

       which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

       Do this, as often as your drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
 

 

 

     Presider Refining Spirit, you burn away all that does not endure your presence. 

  Reveal your mercy in the very crucible of your love. 

  Protect your sons and daughters who are facing a crucible 

       of trial or temptation or testing, 

       and amid the suffering of your children reveal your eternal grace. 

  Refine and strengthen the hope of your church 

       through every adversity and every danger. 

  Set the hearts of your people on fire 

       to seek your justice and share your mercy; 

       until your dawn from on high breaks upon us, 

       and on the day of your coming we stand clothed 
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       in the righteousness of your Son, in the presence of the Father, 

       by the refining power of the Holy Spirit, 

       one God, now and forever. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

     Presider  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

     All   Our Father, who art in heaven,     

              hallowed be thy Name,  

         thy kingdom come,  

          thy will be done,  

                 on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

          as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

           but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

           and the power, and the glory,  

           for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

     The bread is broken. Silence is kept. 
 

     The Fraction Anthem 
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     The Invitation      From a sermon by St. Augustine 
 

          Presider Behold what you are; 

          People May we become what we receive. 
 
 

THE COMMUNION 
 

     Communion Anthem       “Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People”    arr. David A. White (b. 1944) 
 

     Comfort, comfort, ye my people, speak ye peace, thus saith our God; comfort those who sit in     

     darkness mourning ‘neath their sorrows’ load. Speak ye to Jerusalem of the peace that waits  

     for them; tell her that sins I cover, and her warfare now is over. 
 

     Hark, the voice of one that crieth in the desert far and near, calling us to new repentance since  

     the kingdom now is here. Oh, that warming cry obey! Now prepare for God a way; let the  

     valleys rise to meet him and the hills bow down to greet him. 
 

     Make ye straight what long was crooked, make the rougher places plain; let your hearts be  

     true and humble, as befits his holy reign. For the glory of the Lord now o’er earth is shed  

     abroad; and all flesh shall see the token that the word is never broken. 
 

   

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

     Presider Let us pray. 
 

     All  Almighty and ever living God, 

  we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

  of the most precious Body and Blood 

  of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

  and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

  that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

  and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
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  And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 

  to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

  To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

  Be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.  
  

  

THE BLESSING 
 

 

HYMN (Sts. 1, 2, 3, 5)            “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”                 WINCHESTER NEW 
 

 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

     The preacher offers a dismissal, and the people respond     
 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

 

POSTLUDE                            Sonata No. 7: Preludio-Vivace      Arcangelo Corelli (1653-1713) 
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How do we deal with difficult Bible passages when we encounter them? 
 

How do we deal with passages which historically have been used by others to vilify groups of 

people—passages that may seem to condone exclusion or condemnation of groups we may 

perceive as “other than us”? Everyone looks at scripture through a lens of some kind—a lens 

which will subsequently help shape the way they approach a given passage and ultimately 

interpret it.  
 

We use the Baptismal Covenant as our lens, specifically “to seek and serve Christ in all persons,” 

and “to strive for justice and peace among all people.” (See the Book of Common Prayer, p. 304.) 

Through the Covenant, we understand how we are called to follow Christ and approach the 

difficult biblical passages with this knowledge in mind.   
 

 

Why use incense in worship? 
 

Incense has a long history in Christianity, Judaism and other religions. It adds our noses to the 

multi-sensory experience of worship. The psalmist expresses the symbolism of incense and 

prayer: “Let my prayer rise like incense before you; the lifting up of my hands as the evening 

sacrifice.” 
 

The clouds of incense represent cleansing and purification. The sweet smell suggests Christ's 

righteousness that covers sin. In some traditions, incense is used to honor holy things and holy 

people (the gathered people, that is, the body of Christ). The altar/table, the bread and wine, the 

ministers and the assembly may be “censed” as a way of showing their importance in the liturgy. 

Incense adds a festive accompaniment to processions, creating “holy clouds” and “holy smells” 

in the air. 
 

The sweet smell of incense is a doorway to the holy in the same way that beautiful music, 

flowers, stained glass, or a room/building can lead us to ponder the mystery of God’s presence. 

Incense in worship is an ancient practice that connects us to the Church around the world and 

through the ages. 
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Welcome to the transformative power  

of Christ’s love;  

if you’re here, you belong! 
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