THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Sunday 19 December 2021 ⬧ 10:00 AM
Grace Episcopal Church, Hinsdale, IL

GATHERING TOGETHER
PRELUDE

Chorale preludes on NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND

Hans Klotz (1900-1987)
Hugo Distler (1908-1942)

WELCOME
ADVENT WREATH BLESSING
Presider

We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
As we light the candles on this wreath,
open our eyes to see your presence in the powerless ones of this earth.
Enlighten us with your grace,
that we may sing of your advent among us in the Word made flesh.
Grant this through Christ our Lord,
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen.

THE ACCLAMATION
Presider
People

Blessed are you,  holy and living One:
You come to your people and set them free.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Presider

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

HYMN

“The King Shall Come when Morning Dawns”

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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ST. STEPHEN

Presider

Let us pray.
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation,
that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion
prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD
THE FIRST READING

Micah 5:2-5a

Y

ou, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
and he shall be the one of peace.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE SONG OF MARY - Magnificat

Luke 1: 46-55

Response

My soul glorifies the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God, my savior.
He looks on his servant in her nothingness; henceforth all ages will call me blessed. Response
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The Almighty works marvels for me. Holy his name!
His mercy is from age to age on those who fear him. Response
He fills the starving with good things, sends the rich away empty.
He protects Israel , his servant, remembering his mercy. Response

THE SECOND READING

W

Hebrews 10:5-10

hen Christ came into the world, he said,

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;

in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”
When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and
burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), then he added, “See, I
have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And it is by
God's will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for
all.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN

“Ye Who Claim the Faith of Jesus”
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JULION

THE GOSPEL
Preacher
People

I

Luke 1:39-55
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

n those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.

When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled
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with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed
is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes
to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.
And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by
the Lord.”
And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
Preacher
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

REFLECTION

Donna Ialongo

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

A New Zealand Prayer Book

You, O God, are supreme and holy.
You create our world and give us life.
Your purpose overarches everything we do.
You have always been with us.
You are God.
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You, O God, are infinitely generous,
good beyond all measure.
You came to us before we came to you.
You have revealed and proved
your love for us in Jesus Christ,
who lived and died and rose again.
You are with us now.
You are God.
You, O God, are Holy Spirit.
You empower us to be your gospel in the world.
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.
You are our God. We worship you.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The people kneel or stand for the Prayers.
Reader

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people
and places that yearn for God’s presence.
A brief silence.

Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use the
church’s gifts and ministries for your service, bringing your word to all
who seek your transforming grace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have
made. Renew barren lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make
us servants of your creation that brings forth abundant life. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly.
Strengthen those who seek justice. Bless the work of community
organizers, activists, journalists, and all who call our attention to
imbalances of power. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your
lovingkindness to teen parents and those who are pregnant. Comfort any
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struggling with infertility and those who await test results, are in
treatment and hospice care, and others in need. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding
ministries of this congregation and community, especially the Trinity
Aurora Sandwich Board. Guide us to share your bounty with those who
hunger or live in poverty. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you
thanks for those who, like Mary, were courageous in their witness. Give
us such courage until that day when you fulfill all things. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
Presider

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect.
Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION
Presider

Let us confess our sins to God.

All

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

Presider

Almighty God have mercy on you,
forgive you all your sins
through the grace of Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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THE PEACE
Presider

The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY
Offertory Sentence
We thank God for every gift which helps continue the mission and ministries of Grace Church.
To give electronically, please scan the QR code or follow the link to our giving platform. Thank you!
http://www.gracehinsdale.org/give

Offertory Anthem
Dixit Maria ad angelum:
Ecce ancilla Domini,
fiat mihi secundum verbum tuum.

Dixit Maria

Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612)

Mary said to the Angel:
Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord,
let it be done to me, according to your word. (Luke 1:38)

The Iona Invitation
This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ.
It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more.
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little;
you who have been here often
and you who have not been here for a long time or ever before;
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.
Come, not because the Church invites you;
it is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Presider

It is a good and joyful thing to give our thanks to you, Lord God of hosts,
O ancient of days, for from of old you have called forth life.
You brought into being every detail of creation
and gave birth to your covenant people.
When the time drew near,
you called upon Bethlehem to bear the hope you promised,
and summoned Mary to bear your holy child.
By your grace the child grew to be the one to bear
not only our sins but the sins of the world.
In his dying and rising you gave birth to everlasting life
for all your children.
And so with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
we sing your praise and join the unending hymn.
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Presider

God of Mary, whose womb bore the sacred fruit of our salvation,
bring forth from this fruit of the vine your cup of blessing.
As we remember around this table
your Son’s saving passion poured out for us,
send your Holy Spirit upon your church
to make us bearers of Christ, your mercy, and your hope.
Sanctify this bread and cup that they may be for us
the body and blood of Jesus our Lord;
who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,
“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup.
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
Great is the mystery of faith.
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Presider

God of holy expectation, let your face shine upon us
and your dawn break upon us that we may be saved.
Make your church expectant in faith
as we labor for what we cannot yet see.
Come and dwell with your people
who yearn to be restored, to be forgiven, to belong.
Let the warmth of your face shine upon those
who seek the peace long promised
for Bethlehem, for Jerusalem, and for all your waiting world.
Bring us, with the saints who have looked for your coming,
to the day when we and all your children
shall celebrate and leap for joy
in your holy presence, one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Presider

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The bread is broken. Silence is kept.

The Fraction Anthem

The Invitation
Presider
People

From a sermon by St. Augustine

Behold what you are;
May we become what we receive.

THE COMMUNION
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Presider

Let us pray.

All

Almighty and ever living God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
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To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
Be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

THE BLESSING
HYMN

“Savior of the Nations, Come!”

NUN KOMM DER HEIDEN HEILAND

THE DISMISSAL
The preacher offers a dismissal, and the people respond

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
POSTLUDE

Chorale prelude on NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND
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Hugo Distler

How do we deal with difficult Bible passages when we encounter them?
How do we deal with passages which historically have been used by others to vilify groups of
people—passages that may seem to condone exclusion or condemnation of groups we may
perceive as “other than us”? Everyone looks at scripture through a lens of some kind—a lens
which will subsequently help shape the way they approach a given passage and ultimately
interpret it.
We use the Baptismal Covenant as our lens, specifically “to seek and serve Christ in all persons,”
and “to strive for justice and peace among all people.” (See the Book of Common Prayer, p. 304.)
Through the Covenant, we understand how we are called to follow Christ and approach the
difficult biblical passages with this knowledge in mind.

Why use incense in worship?
Incense has a long history in Christianity, Judaism and other religions. It adds our noses to the
multi-sensory experience of worship. The psalmist expresses the symbolism of incense and
prayer: “Let my prayer rise like incense before you; the lifting up of my hands as the evening
sacrifice.”
The clouds of incense represent cleansing and purification. The sweet smell suggests Christ's
righteousness that covers sin. In some traditions, incense is used to honor holy things and holy
people (the gathered people, that is, the body of Christ). The altar/table, the bread and wine, the
ministers and the assembly may be “censed” as a way of showing their importance in the liturgy.
Incense adds a festive accompaniment to processions, creating “holy clouds” and “holy smells”
in the air.
The sweet smell of incense is a doorway to the holy in the same way that beautiful music,
flowers, stained glass, or a room/building can lead us to ponder the mystery of God’s presence.
Incense in worship is an ancient practice that connects us to the Church around the world and
through the ages.
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Welcome to the transformative power
of Christ’s love;
if you’re here, you belong!
G RACE E PISCOPAL C HURCH
120 East First Street
630-323-4900

AND A CADEMY
Hinsdale, Illinois 60521
gracehinsdale.org
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