THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

CHRISTMAS EVE
Friday 24 December 2021 4:00 PM
Grace Episcopal Church, Hinsdale, IL
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GATHERING TOGETHER
PRELUDE
HYMN (Sts. 1, 3, 6)

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

ADESTE FIDELES

THE ACCLAMATION
Presider
People

I bring you good news of great joy: a Savior has been born to you. Alleluia!
Unto us a child is born, a son is given. Alleluia!

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Presider

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
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and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE (Sts. 1 & 4)

“Angels We Have Heard on High”

GLORIA

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider

Let us pray.
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine
with the brightness of the true Light:
Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth,
may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven;
where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns,
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
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THE WORD OF GOD
THE NATIVITY OF JESUS CHRIST
Reading
Hymn

The Archangel Gabriel visits Mary
“The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”
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GABRIEL’S MESSAGE

Reading
Hymn

Joseph and Mary travel to Bethlehem
“Away in a Manger”
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CRADLE SONG

Reading
Hymn

Reading
Hymn

The Angel of the Lord brings tidings of great joy
“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”

CAROL

Shepherds go to Bethlehem to find Jesus
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
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FOREST GREEN

Reading
Hymn

The Wise Men see the star in the East
“What Child Is This”
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GREENSLEEEVES

Reading
Hymn

The people who have walked in darkness
“Joy to the World”
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ANTIOCH

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Reader

Rejoicing in the good news of Christ’s birth and dwelling in hope,
let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Holy God, from you comes all grace and righteousness. Bind your church
together during this Christmas season, that we bear witness to the truth
of the gospel throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy God, all creation reveals your splendor and majesty. Guide us in
caring for the earth and all it contains, and bring about favorable weather
during this time of travel. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy God, in the midst of chaos, your Son was born for us. Instill in
politicians, military leaders, and civil servants a desire for justice and
peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy God, you care for your children in this and every place. Grant relief
to those in fear, shelter to the homeless, community to the isolated, joy to
expectant parents, relief to those who yearn for children, and healing to
the sick. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy God, protect those who travel, comfort those who are alone,
accompany those who celebrate, and make your presence known among
those who gather around word and sacrament. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Holy God, your Son became incarnate to provide salvation for all. Lead
us by the example of the faithful departed as we await the blessed hope of
the life to come. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Presider

Hear the prayers of your people, glorious God, for the sake of the one
who took on our nature and form to redeem the whole world,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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THE PEACE
Presider

The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY
Offertory Sentence
With joy, we give thanks to God for all who support this community of love and faith.
Your offerings truly do continue the mission and ministries of Grace Church.
If you wish to give electronically, please scan the QR code
or follow the link to our electronic giving platform.

http://www.gracehinsdale.org/give

Iona Invitation
This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ.
It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more.
So come, you who have much faith and you have little;
you who have been here often
and you who have not been for a long time or ever before;
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed;
Come, not because the Church invites you;
it is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING – PRAYER A

Presider

The Book of Common Prayer

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us;
Who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man
of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered
from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Presider

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us
for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject
to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you,
the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Presider

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father,
in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people
the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink
of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also
that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament,
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace;
and at the last day bring us with all your saints
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Presider

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF BREAD
The bread is broken. Silence is kept.
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Fraction Anthem

F. Schubert, arr. R. Proulx

The Invitation
Presider
People

From a sermon by St. Augustine

Behold what you are;
May we become what we receive.

THE COMMUNION
Hymn

“Silent Night”
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STILLE NACHT

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
All

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
Presider

HYMN

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one
things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace;
and the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
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MENDELSSOHN

SENT FORTH TO THE WORLD
THE DISMISSAL
After the dismissal, the people respond

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

POSTLUDE
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Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in Remembrance of:
Evelyn & Norman Barfield
Barbara H. Burner
Joe Chodora
Florence Christianson
Gladys H. Crawford
Paul Dwyer
Graham Fletcher
Mary & Stanley Fletcher
Carter Weems Gnodde
Audrey Gooch
Rolf Gunnar
Charles Hainz
Alice Heininger
Anna Heininger
Janet Binder Hurd
Loved Ones
Dawn Elisabeth Ann McIntyre
Fred Potts McIntyre
Janet & Henry Meyer
My loved ones
Our Family and Health
Lucy, Maggie, and Frankie Reynertson
David H. & Louise Thorburn
David L. Thorburn
Richard & Patricia Thorburn
Louis D. Troglia
Arlene & David Waterman

and in Thanksgiving for:
Everything!
Her Peace
Mother
The Grace Church Family

18

How do we deal with difficult Bible passages when we encounter them?
How do we deal with passages which historically have been used by others to vilify groups of
people—passages that may seem to condone exclusion or condemnation of groups we may
perceive as “other than us”? Everyone looks at scripture through a lens of some kind—a lens
which will subsequently help shape the way they approach a given passage and ultimately
interpret it.
We use the Baptismal Covenant as our lens, specifically “to seek and serve Christ in all persons,”
and “to strive for justice and peace among all people.” (See the Book of Common Prayer, p. 304.)
Through the Covenant, we understand how we are called to follow Christ and approach the
difficult biblical passages with this knowledge in mind.

Why use incense in worship?
Incense has a long history in Christianity, Judaism and other religions. It adds our noses to the
multi-sensory experience of worship. The psalmist expresses the symbolism of incense and
prayer: “Let my prayer rise like incense before you; the lifting up of my hands as the evening
sacrifice.”
The clouds of incense represent cleansing and purification. The sweet smell suggests Christ's
righteousness that covers sin. In some traditions, incense is used to honor holy things and holy
people (the gathered people, that is, the body of Christ). The altar/table, the bread and wine, the
ministers and the assembly may be “censed” as a way of showing their importance in the liturgy.
Incense adds a festive accompaniment to processions, creating “holy clouds” and “holy smells”
in the air.
The sweet smell of incense is a doorway to the holy in the same way that beautiful music,
flowers, stained glass, or a room/building can lead us to ponder the mystery of God’s presence.
Incense in worship is an ancient practice that connects us to the Church around the world and
through the ages.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Sanctus: setting by Richard Proulx (1937-2010), © 1971, GIA Publications, Inc. Memorial Acclamation: © 1997, Leonard
Atherton (1941-2021), from Mass for Grace. Great Amen: McNeil Robinson (1943- 2015). Scripture texts are from the New
Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ
in the USA, and used by permission. Music reprinted under OneLicense.net, license # A-720489.
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Welcome to the transformative power
of Christ’s love;
if you’re here, you belong!

G RACE E PISCOPAL C HURCH
120 East First Street
630-323-4900

AND

A CADEMY

Hinsdale, Illinois 60521
gracehinsdale.org
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