THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

CHRISTMAS EVE
Friday 24 December 2021 10:00 PM
Grace Episcopal Church, Hinsdale, IL
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST
GATHERING TOGETHER
Hymn

“Lo, how a Rose e’er Blooming”
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ES IST EIN ROS’

Carol

Carol

“Lully, Lullay, Thou Little Tiny Child”

“The First Nowell”
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COVENTRY CAROL

THE FIRST NOWELL

Carol-Anthem

“Here Is the Little Door”

Here is the little door, lift up the latch, oh lift!
We need not wander more but enter with our gift;
Our gift of finest gold,
Gold that was never bought nor sold;
Myrrh to be strewn about his bed;
Incense in clouds about his head;
All for the Child who stirs not in his sleep.
But holy slumber holds with ass and sheep.
Bend low about his bed, for each he has a gift;
See how his eyes awake, lift up your hands, O lift!
For gold, he gives a keen-edged sword
(Defend with it Thy little Lord!),
For incense, smoke of battle red.
Myrrh for the honoured happy dead;
Gifts for his children terrible and sweet,
Touched by such tiny hands, and
Oh such tiny feet.
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Music: Herbert Howells (1892-1983)
Text: Frances Chesterton (1869-1938)

Carol

Instrumental meditation

Carol

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

FOREST GREEN

Two Noels

Marcel Tournier (1879-1951)

“Away in a Manger”

CRADLE SONG
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STATION AT THE NATIVITY CRÈCHE
Presider
People

The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us:
And we beheld his glory.

Presider

Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God, you have given us a new revelation
of your loving providence in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ
to be born of the Virgin Mary: Grant that as he shared our mortality,
so we may share his eternity in the glory of your kingdom;
where he lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
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HYMN (Stanzas 1-3, 6)

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
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ADESTE FIDELES

THE ACCLAMATION
Presider
People

I bring you good news of great joy: a Savior has been born to you. Alleluia!
Unto us a child is born, a son is given. Alleluia!

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Presider

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE – Gloria in excelsis

William Mathias
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider

Let us pray.
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine
with the brightness of the true Light:
Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth,
may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven;
where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns,
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD
THE FIRST READING

Isaiah 9:2-7

T

he people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
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they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM

Psalm 96

Response

O sing a new song to the LORD, sing to the LORD all the earth.
O sing to the LORD, bless his name. Response
Proclaim God’s help day by day, tell among the nations his glory
And his wonders among all the peoples. Response
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Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad, let the sea and all within it thunder praise,
Let the land and all it bears rejoice, all the trees of the wood shout for joy Response
at the presence of the LORD who comes, who comes to rule the earth,
comes with justice to rule the world, and to judge the peoples with truth. Response

THE SECOND READING

Titus 2:11-14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety
and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright,
and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great
God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all
iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
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IN DULCI JUBILO

THE GOSPEL
Preacher
People

Luke 2:1-20
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

I

n those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went
to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see— I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands
of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,
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"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to
us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Preacher
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

REFLECTION

Donna Ialongo

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Reader

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time
and space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Love proclaims that a Savior has been born to us! Inspire your church
throughout the world to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ birth to all who
seek salvation, hope, and new life. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Love whispers to a weary world that the time for rest and restoration has
come. Maintain healthy cycles of wake and sleep for all creatures. Where
light pollution disrupts natural rhythms, encourage new practices.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Love cries to a warring world that the time for peace is at hand. Direct
those in power who make decisions on behalf of others, that they nurture
and sustain all that is healthy, good, and holy. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.
Love sings through the wails of a newborn baby. Respond to all who cry
out in pain, despair, or need this night. Bring comfort to those for whom
separation, grief, or loss makes the Christmas season especially difficult.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Love murmurs words of comfort to a newborn child and exhausted
parents. Bless new and expectant parents or caregivers, especially those
who are alone or afraid this night. Pour out your love upon families of
every kind. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

God’s ever-present love is proclaimed through the faithful who came
before us. We give you thanks for Mary, John the baptizer, Elizabeth his
mother, Joseph the dreamer, and all who point toward your love.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
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Presider

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these
prayers to you, confident of your grace and love made known to us
in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

THE PEACE
Presider

The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY
Offertory Sentence
With joy, we give thanks to God for all who support this community of love and faith.
Now more than ever, your gifts truly do continue the mission and ministries of Grace Church.
If you wish to give electronically, please scan the QR code
or follow the link to our electronic giving platform.

http://www.gracehinsdale.org/give

Anthem

Sans Day Carol

Cornish traditional carol, arr. John Rutter (b. 1945)
Text: Percy Dearmer (1867-1936)

Now the holly bears a berry as white as the milk,
And Mary she bore Jesus, who was wrapped up in silk:
And Mary bore Jesus Christ our Saviour for to be,
And the first tree in the greenwood, it was the holly!
Now the holly bears a berry as green as the grass,
And Mary she bore Jesus, who died on the cross: And Mary bore…
Now the holly bears a berry as black as the coal,
And Mary she bore Jesus, who died for us all: And Mary bore…
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Now the holly bears a berry, as blood is it red,
Then trust we our Saviour, who rose from the dead: And Mary bore…

Iona Invitation
This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ.
It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more.
So come, you who have much faith and you have little;
You who have been here often
and you who have not been for a long time or ever before;
You who have tried to follow and you who have failed;
Come, not because the Church invites you;
It is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING – PRAYER A

The Book of Common Prayer
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Presider

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us;
Who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man
of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered
from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Presider

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us
for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject
to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you,
the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Presider

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father,
in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people
the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink
of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also
that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament,
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace;
and at the last day bring us with all your saints
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

20

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Presider

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF BREAD
The bread is broken. Silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem

F. Schubert, arr. R. Proulx

The Invitation
Presider
People

From a sermon by St. Augustine

Behold what you are;
May we become what we receive.

THE COMMUNION
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Anthem

“In the Bleak Midwinter”

Music: Harold Darke (1888-1976)
Text: Christina Rosetti (1830-1894)

In the bleak mid-winter frosty wind made moan;
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
In the bleak mid-winter long ago.
Our God, heaven cannot hold Him nor earth sustain,
Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign:
In the bleak mid-winter a stable-place sufficed
The Lord God Almighty – Jesus Christ.
Enough for Him, whom cherubim worship night and day,
A breastful of milk and a mangerful of hay;
Enough for Him, whom Angels fall down before,
The ox and ass and camel which adore.
What can I give Him, poor as I am? —
If I were a Shepherd I would bring a lamb;
If I were a Wise Man I would do my part, —
Yet what I can I give Him, – give my heart.

Carol

“What Child Is This”
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GREENSLEEVES

After Communion, congregational candles are lighted.

Hymn

“Silent Night, Holy Night”

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
All

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
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STILLE NACHT

and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
Presider

HYMN

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one
things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace;
and the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
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MENDELSSOHN

SENT FORTH TO THE WORLD
THE DISMISSAL
After the dismissal, the people respond

POSTLUDE

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Chorale prelude on IN DULCI JUBILO
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J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in Remembrance of:
Evelyn & Norman Barfield
Barbara H. Burner
Joe Chodora
Florence Christianson
Gladys H. Crawford
Paul Dwyer
Graham Fletcher
Mary & Stanley Fletcher
Carter Weems Gnodde
Audrey Gooch
Rolf Gunnar
Charles Hainz
Alice Heininger
Anna Heininger
Janet Binder Hurd
Loved Ones
Dawn Elisabeth Ann McIntyre
Fred Potts McIntyre
Janet & Henry Meyer
My loved ones
Our Family and Health
Lucy, Maggie, and Frankie Reynertson
David H. & Louise Thorburn
David L. Thorburn
Richard & Patricia Thorburn
Louis D. Troglia
Arlene & David Waterman

and in Thanksgiving for:
Everything!
Her Peace
Mother
The Grace Church Family
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How do we deal with difficult Bible passages when we encounter them?
How do we deal with passages which historically have been used by others to vilify groups of
people—passages that may seem to condone exclusion or condemnation of groups we may
perceive as “other than us”? Everyone looks at scripture through a lens of some kind—a lens
which will subsequently help shape the way they approach a given passage and ultimately
interpret it.
We use the Baptismal Covenant as our lens, specifically “to seek and serve Christ in all persons,”
and “to strive for justice and peace among all people.” (See the Book of Common Prayer, p. 304.)
Through the Covenant, we understand how we are called to follow Christ and approach the
difficult biblical passages with this knowledge in mind.

Why use incense in worship?
Incense has a long history in Christianity, Judaism and other religions. It adds our noses to the
multi-sensory experience of worship. The psalmist expresses the symbolism of incense and
prayer: “Let my prayer rise like incense before you; the lifting up of my hands as the evening
sacrifice.”
The clouds of incense represent cleansing and purification. The sweet smell suggests Christ's
righteousness that covers sin. In some traditions, incense is used to honor holy things and holy
people (the gathered people, that is, the body of Christ). The altar/table, the bread and wine, the
ministers and the assembly may be “censed” as a way of showing their importance in the liturgy.
Incense adds a festive accompaniment to processions, creating “holy clouds” and “holy smells”
in the air.
The sweet smell of incense is a doorway to the holy in the same way that beautiful music,
flowers, stained glass, or a room/building can lead us to ponder the mystery of God’s presence.
Incense in worship is an ancient practice that connects us to the Church around the world and
through the ages.
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Welcome to the transformative power
of Christ’s love;
if you’re here, you belong!

G RACE E PISCOPAL C HURCH
120 East First Street
630-323-4900

AND

A CADEMY

Hinsdale, Illinois 60521
gracehinsdale.org
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