THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
Sunday 26 December 2021
10:00 AM
Grace Episcopal Church, Hinsdale, IL

GATHERING TOGETHER
PRELUDE
WELCOME
HYMN

“Angels, from the Realms of Glory”

REGENT SQUARE

THE ACCLAMATION
Presider
People

I bring you good news of great joy: a Savior has been born to you. Alleluia!
Unto us a child is born, a son is given. Alleluia!

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Presider

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE (Sts. 1 & 4)

“Angels We Have Heard on High”

GLORIA

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider

Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate
Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in
our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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THE WORD OF GOD
THE FIRST READING

Isaiah 61:10-62:3

I

will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
For Zion's sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the Lord will give.
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM

Psalm 147:13-21

13 Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion;
14 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates;
he has blessed your children within you.
15 He has established peace on your borders;
he satisfies you with the finest wheat.
16 He sends out his command to the earth,
and his word runs very swiftly.
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17 He gives snow like wool;
he scatters hoarfrost like ashes.
18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs;
who can stand against his cold?
19 He sends forth his word and melts them;
he blows with his wind, and the waters flow.
20 He declares his word to Jacob,
his statutes and his judgments to Israel.
21 He has not done so to any other nation;
to them he has not revealed his judgments.
Hallelujah!

THE SECOND READING

Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7

N

ow before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be
revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be
justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian.
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law,
in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children.
And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba!
Father!" So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”
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DIVINUM MYSTERIUM

THE GOSPEL
Preacher
People

John 1:1-18
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

I

n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to
the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of
whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") From his
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is
close to the Father's heart, who has made him known.
Preacher
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

CAROL-SING
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THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Reader

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time
and space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

You come to us in gatherings of your church across the globe. Unite us
with those who celebrate your birth even when they are weighed down
by grief, loss, poverty, hunger, or injustice. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.
You come to us in the diverse splendor of the universe. Grant us the
humility to trust our place in the network of creation, that we live in
service to you and the natural world. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
You come to us through relationships of many kinds: families,
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friendships, communities, and nations. Guide us in these relationships,
that we recognize the Christ child in one another and show your love to
those most vulnerable. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
You come to us through people whom the world forgets. Poor shepherds
and an imprisoned Paul announced your good news. Send your Spirit to
all who are imprisoned, struggling with addiction, unwell, or in any need
this day. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
You come to us in acts of justice and forgiveness. Open our hearts to
forgive one another, without permitting injustice. Supply us with the
wisdom to be clothed with love, binding all things together in perfect
harmony. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

You come to us through those who have died yet live with you forever.
We give thanks for St. Stephen, deacon and martyr, who gave his life to
tell the story of your love. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Presider

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers
to you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

THE PEACE
Presider

The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY
Offertory Sentence
With joy, we give thanks to God for all who support this community of love and faith.
Now more than ever, your gifts truly do continue the mission and ministries of Grace Church.
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If you wish to give electronically, please scan the QR code
or follow the link to our electronic giving platform.

http://www.gracehinsdale.org/give

Iona Invitation
This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ.
It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more.
So come, you who have much faith and you have little;
You who have been here often
and you who have not been for a long time or ever before;
You who have tried to follow and you who have failed;
Come, not because the Church invites you;
It is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING – PRAYER A

The Book of Common Prayer
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Presider

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us;
Who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man
of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered
from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Presider

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us
for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject
to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you,
the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,
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our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Presider

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father,
in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people
the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink
of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also
that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament,
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace;
and at the last day bring us with all your saints
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Presider

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF BREAD
The bread is broken. Silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem

F. Schubert, arr. R. Proulx

The Invitation
Presider
People

From a sermon by St. Augustine

Behold what you are;
May we become what we receive.
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THE COMMUNION
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
All

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
Presider

HYMN

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one
things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace;
and the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
“Joy to the World”
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ANTIOCH

SENT FORTH TO THE WORLD
THE DISMISSAL
After the dismissal, the people respond

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

POSTLUDE
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How do we deal with difficult Bible passages when we encounter them?
How do we deal with passages which historically have been used by others to vilify groups of
people—passages that may seem to condone exclusion or condemnation of groups we may
perceive as “other than us”? Everyone looks at scripture through a lens of some kind—a lens
which will subsequently help shape the way they approach a given passage and ultimately
interpret it.
We use the Baptismal Covenant as our lens, specifically “to seek and serve Christ in all persons,”
and “to strive for justice and peace among all people.” (See the Book of Common Prayer, p. 304.)
Through the Covenant, we understand how we are called to follow Christ and approach the
difficult biblical passages with this knowledge in mind.

Why use incense in worship?
Incense has a long history in Christianity, Judaism and other religions. It adds our noses to the
multi-sensory experience of worship. The psalmist expresses the symbolism of incense and
prayer: “Let my prayer rise like incense before you; the lifting up of my hands as the evening
sacrifice.”
The clouds of incense represent cleansing and purification. The sweet smell suggests Christ's
righteousness that covers sin. In some traditions, incense is used to honor holy things and holy
people (the gathered people, that is, the body of Christ). The altar/table, the bread and wine, the
ministers and the assembly may be “censed” as a way of showing their importance in the liturgy.
Incense adds a festive accompaniment to processions, creating “holy clouds” and “holy smells”
in the air.
The sweet smell of incense is a doorway to the holy in the same way that beautiful music,
flowers, stained glass, or a room/building can lead us to ponder the mystery of God’s presence.
Incense in worship is an ancient practice that connects us to the Church around the world and
through the ages.
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Welcome to the transformative power
of Christ’s love;
if you’re here, you belong!

G RACE E PISCOPAL C HURCH
120 East First Street
630-323-4900

AND

A CADEMY

Hinsdale, Illinois 60521
gracehinsdale.org
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