THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
Sunday 13 February 2022 ⬧ 10:00 AM
Grace Episcopal Church, Hinsdale, IL

GATHERING TOGETHER
PRELUDE

Sonata III: Andante tranquillo

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)

WELCOME
HYMN

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

ST. DENIO

THE ACCLAMATION
Presider
People

Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Presider

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

Robert Powell
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider

Let us pray.
O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept
our prayers; and because in our weakness we can do nothing good
without you, give us the help of your grace, that in keeping your
commandments we may please you both in will and deed; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD
THE FIRST READING

T

Jeremiah 17:5-10

hus says the Lord:

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals
and make mere flesh their strength,
whose hearts turn away from the Lord.
They shall be like a shrub in the desert,
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and shall not see when relief comes.
They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,
in an uninhabited salt land.
Blessed are those who trust in the Lord,
whose trust is the Lord.
They shall be like a tree planted by water,
sending out its roots by the stream.
It shall not fear when heat comes,
and its leaves shall stay green;
in the year of drought it is not anxious,
and it does not cease to bear fruit.
The heart is devious above all else;
it is perverse-who can understand it?
I the Lord test the mind
and search the heart,
to give to all according to their ways,
according to the fruit of their doings.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM

Psalm 1

Response

1
2

3

4

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
Their delight is in the law of the Lord,
and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night. Response
They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season,
with leaves that do not wither;
everything they do shall prosper.
It is not so with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind blows away. Response
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5
6

Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed. Response

THE SECOND READING

1 Corinthians 15:12-20

N

ow if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no
resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been
raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith
has been in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that
he raised Christ--whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if the dead
are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile
and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. If for this
life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN

“O Christ the Healer, We Have Come”
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ERHALT UNS, HERR

THE GOSPEL
Preacher
People

Luke 6:17-26
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

came down with the twelve apostles and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his
Jesus
disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and
Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were
troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for
power came out from him and healed all of them.
Then he looked up at his disciples and said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.
“Blessed are you who are hungry now,
for you will be filled.
“Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.
“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame
you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is
great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets."
"But woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your consolation.
"Woe to you who are full now,
for you will be hungry.
"Woe to you who are laughing now,
for you will mourn and weep.
"Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false
prophets."
Preacher
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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REFLECTION

Chris Pierce

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Reader

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold
to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made.
A brief silence.

Blessed are those whose trust is in you. Strengthen the faith of those who
profess your name and bring reassurance to those who doubt or fear.
Through your church speak continued blessing into the world. God of
grace, hear our prayer.
Those who trust in you are like trees planted by streams of water. Bless
fruit trees with an abundant harvest. Protect rainforests from destruction.
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Restore land that has eroded after deforestation. Resurrect woodlands
after forest fires. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Search the hearts of those who govern, that they lead with humility.
Inspire leaders to collaborate on policies that protect people and the
planet. Sustain truth-tellers and social movements that challenge society
to become more honest and just. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Send your blessings of mercy upon those who long for consolation. Tend
to those struggling with poverty, unemployment, or uncertainty. Provide
for all who are hungry. Console those who face persecution. Grant peace
to all who suffer. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Renew this congregation in our shared mission. As we plan and dream
for the future you are preparing, inspire us by the examples of all
reformers, past and present. Bless new projects and new ministry
partnerships. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Christ is raised from the dead, and so we cling to the hope of the
resurrection. We praise you for the lives of the saints who lived and died
in the hope of eternal life with you. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Presider

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these
and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ
our Savior. Amen.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Presider

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence is kept.
All

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
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we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you,
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Presider

THE PEACE
Presider

The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY
Offertory Sentence
With joy, we give thanks to God for all who support this community of love and faith.
Now more than ever, your gifts truly do continue the mission and ministries of Grace Church.
If you wish to give electronically, please scan the QR code
or follow the link to our electronic giving platform.

http://www.gracehinsdale.org/give

Offertory Anthem

“Jesu, the Very Thought of Thee” Music: Edward Bairstow (1874-1946)
Text: St. Bernard (c. 1090-1153)

Jesu, the very thought of thee, with sweetness fills my breast;
But sweeter far thy face to see, and in thy presence rest.
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Iona Invitation
This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ.
It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more.
So come, you who have much faith and you have little;
You who have been here often
and you who have not been for a long time or ever before;
You who have tried to follow and you who have failed;
Come, not because the Church invites you;
It is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING – PRAYER A

Presider

The Book of Common Prayer

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new
light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the
face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Presider

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us
for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject
to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you,
the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
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“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
All
Presider

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father,
in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people
the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink
of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also
that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament,
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace;
and at the last day bring us with all your saints
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Presider

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF BREAD
The bread is broken. Silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem

Gerald Near

The Invitation
Presider
People

From a sermon by St. Augustine

Behold what you are;
May we become what we receive.

THE COMMUNION
Anthem
(Translation)

Jesu dulcis memoria

attr. Tomás Luis de Victoria (1548-1611)

Jesu, the very thought of thee, with sweetness fills my breast;
But sweeter far thy face to see, and in thy presence rest.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Presider
All

Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
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and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
HYMN

“We Know that Christ Is Raised”

ENGELBERG

SENT FORTH TO THE WORLD
THE DISMISSAL
After the dismissal, the people respond

POSTLUDE

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
Processional in D
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David N. Johnson (1922-1987)

How do we deal with difficult Bible passages when we encounter them?
How do we deal with passages which historically have been used by others to vilify groups of
people—passages that may seem to condone exclusion or condemnation of groups we may
perceive as “other than us”? Everyone looks at scripture through a lens of some kind—a lens
which will subsequently help shape the way they approach a given passage and ultimately
interpret it.
We use the Baptismal Covenant as our lens, specifically “to seek and serve Christ in all persons,”
and “to strive for justice and peace among all people.” (See the Book of Common Prayer, p. 304.)
Through the Covenant, we understand how we are called to follow Christ and approach the
difficult biblical passages with this knowledge in mind.

Why use incense in worship?
Incense has a long history in Christianity, Judaism and other religions. It adds our noses to the
multi-sensory experience of worship. The psalmist expresses the symbolism of incense and
prayer: “Let my prayer rise like incense before you; the lifting up of my hands as the evening
sacrifice.”
The clouds of incense represent cleansing and purification. The sweet smell suggests Christ's
righteousness that covers sin. In some traditions, incense is used to honor holy things and holy
people (the gathered people, that is, the body of Christ). The altar/table, the bread and wine, the
ministers and the assembly may be “censed” as a way of showing their importance in the liturgy.
Incense adds a festive accompaniment to processions, creating “holy clouds” and “holy smells”
in the air.
The sweet smell of incense is a doorway to the holy in the same way that beautiful music,
flowers, stained glass, or a room/building can lead us to ponder the mystery of God’s presence.
Incense in worship is an ancient practice that connects us to the Church around the world and
through the ages.
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Welcome to the transformative power
of Christ’s love;
if you’re here, you belong!

G RACE E PISCOPAL C HURCH
120 East First Street
630-323-4900

AND

A CADEMY

Hinsdale, Illinois 60521
gracehinsdale.org
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