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The Burial of the Dead 
 

The Holy Eucharist: Rite I 

 

 
 

 

PRELUDE       RHOSYMEDRE           Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

 
    All stand, as able.  

 

ENTRANCE ANTHEM 

 

     Presider  I am the resurrection and the life, saith the Lord; 

he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; 

and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 
 

I know that my Redeemer liveth, 

and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; 

and though this body be destroyed, yet shall I see God; 

whom I shall see for myself and mine eyes shall behold, 

and not as a stranger. 
 

For none of us liveth to himself, 

and no man dieth to himself. 

For if we live, we live unto the Lord; 

and if we die, we die unto the Lord. 

Whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s. 

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord; 

even so saith the Spirit, for they rest from their labors. 

 
     All remain standing for the Hymn. 
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HYMN  “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”  HYMN TO JOY 

 

 
 

 

THE COLLECT 
 

     Presider  The Lord be with you. 

     People  And with thy spirit. 

     Presider  Let us pray. 
 

O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers on behalf of thy 

servant Anne Traige Peters, and grant her an entrance into the land of light and 

joy, in the fellowship of thy saints; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who 

liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
  

     The people sit. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

 

A LESSON FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT   Lamentations 3:22-26; 31-33 

    

he steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, 

    his mercies never come to an end; 

they are new every morning; 

    great is your faithfulness. 

“The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, 

    “therefore I will hope in him.” 
 

The LORD is good to those who wait for him, 

    to the soul that seeks him. 

It is good that one should wait quietly 

    for the salvation of the LORD. 

 

For the Lord will not 

    reject forever. 

Although he causes grief, he will have compassion 

    according to the abundance of his steadfast love; 

for he does not willingly afflict 

    or grieve anyone. 

  

     Reader The Word of the Lord. 

     People  Thanks be to God. 

 

THE PSALM     Psalm 23 

    

The LORD is my shepherd; 

     I shall not want. 

 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

     he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

 

He restoreth my soul: 

     he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 

     for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
 
 

 

T 
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Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: 

     thou anointest my head with oil; 

     my cup runneth over. 
 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 

     and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 

A LESSON FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT    Revelation 21:2-7 

 

And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared 

as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

 

“See, the home of God is among mortals. 

He will dwell with them; 

they will be his peoples, 

and God himself will be with them; 

he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first things have passed away.” 

 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he 

said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I 

am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a 

gift from the spring of the water of life. Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will 

be their God and they will be my children. 

 

     Reader The Word of the Lord. 

     People  Thanks be to God 

 
     The people stand, as able. 

 

THE GOSPEL                                                                                                             John 14: 1-6 

 

     Presider  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John  

     People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house 

there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 

you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that  
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where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said 

to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I 

am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

 

     Presider The Gospel of the Lord. 

     People  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

 
     The people sit. 

 

BAHÁ'Í READINGS 

 

O thou beloved maidservant of God, although the loss of a son is indeed heart-breaking and 

beyond the limits of human endurance, yet one who knoweth and understandeth is assured 

that the son hath not been lost but, rather, hath stepped from this world into another, and she 

will find him in the divine realm. That reunion shall be for eternity, while in this world 

separation is inevitable and bringeth with it a burning grief. 

 

Praise be unto God that thou hast faith, art turning thy face toward the everlasting Kingdom 

and believest in the existence of a heavenly world. Therefore be thou not disconsolate, do not 

languish, do not sigh, neither wail nor weep; for agitation and mourning deeply affect his soul 

in the divine realm.  

 

That beloved child addresseth thee from the hidden world: ‘O thou kind Mother, thank divine 

Providence that I have been freed from a small and gloomy cage and, like the birds of the 

meadows, have soared to the divine world—a world which is spacious, illumined, and ever 

gay and jubilant. Therefore, lament not, O Mother, and be not grieved; I am not of the lost, nor 

have I been obliterated and destroyed. I have shaken off the mortal form and have raised my 

banner in this spiritual world. Following this separation is everlasting companionship. Thou 

shalt find me in the heaven of the Lord, immersed in an ocean of light.’ 

 
                                Selections from the Writings of  ‘Abdul-Bahá 

 

REFLECTIONS  

                
Karla Christianson 

Kate Fotopoulos 

Paula Fotopoulos 

 

HOMILY           Donna Ialongo 

 
     All stand, as able. 
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HYMN (Sts. 1, 2, 4)                                           “All Things Bright and Beautiful”                          ROYAL OAK 
 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR THE DEPARTED                                                                 Reader: Graeme Duckmanton  
 

O Thou Kind Lord! This dearly cherished maidservant was attracted to Thee, and through 

reflection and discernment longed to attain Thy presence and enter Thy realms. With tearful 

eyes she fixed her gaze on the Kingdom of Mysteries. Many a night she spent in deep 

communion with Thee, and many a day she lived in intimate remembrance of Thee. At every 

morn she was mindful of Thee, and at every eve she centered her thoughts upon Thee. Like 

unto a singing nightingale she chanted Thy sacred verses, and like unto a mirror she sought to 

reflect Thy light. 
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O Thou Forgiver of sins! Open Thou the way for this awakened soul to enter Thy Kingdom, 

and enable this bird, trained by Thy hand, to soar in the eternal rose garden. She is afire with 

longing to draw nigh unto Thee; enable her to attain Thy presence. She is distraught and 

distressed in separation from Thee; cause her to be admitted into Thy Heavenly Mansion. 

 

O Lord! We are sinners, but Thou art the Forgiver. We are submerged in the ocean of 

shortcomings, but Thou art the Pardoner, the Kind. Forgive our sins and bless us with Thine 

abundant grace. Grant us the privilege of beholding Thy Countenance, and give us the chalice 

of joy and bliss. We are captives of our own transgressions, and Thou art the King of bountiful 

favors. We are drowned in a sea of iniquities, and Thou art the Lord of infinite mercy. Thou art 

the Giver, the Glorious, the Eternal, the Bounteous; and Thou art the All-Gracious, the All-

Merciful, the Omnipotent, He Who is the Bestower of gifts and the Forgiver of sins. Verily, 

Thou art He to Whom we turn for the remission of our failings, He Who is the Lord of lords. 

 
     From "Bahá'í Prayers" 

 

THE PEACE 

 

We encourage you to exchange the peace with one another through a simple bow or waving. 

 

     Presider  The peace of Christ be always with you. 

     People  And with thy spirit. 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 

 

     All stand, as able. 

 

The Iona Invitation 
 

This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ. 

It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more. 
 

So come, you who have much faith and you who have little; 

You who have been here often 

and you who have not been for a long time or ever before; 

You who have tried to follow and you who have failed; 
 

Come, not because the Church invites you; 

It is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here. 
 

from The Iona Community Worship Book 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

     Presider The Lord be with you. 

     People And with thy spirit. 

 

     Presider Lift up your hearts. 

     People We lift them up unto the Lord. 

 

     Presider Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

     People It is meet and right so to do.  

     Presider Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who rose victorious from the dead,  

 and doth comfort us with the blessed hope of everlasting life;  

for to thy faithful people, O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and when our 

mortal body doth lie in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal  

in the heavens. It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should  

at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, 

almighty, everlasting God. Therefore with Angels and Archangels,  

and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; 

evermore praising thee, and saying, 

 

     All Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 

 Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

 Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 

 Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 

     Presider   All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou,  

 of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death  

 upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by his one oblation  

 of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation,  

 and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute,  

 and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory  

 of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

 

 For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread;  

 and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

“Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you.  

 Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 

 

 Likewise, after supper, he took the cup;  
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 and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying,  

 “Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament,  

 which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins.  

 Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy 

dearly beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants,  

 do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, 

which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us  

 to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death,  

 his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty 

thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same. 

 

 And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; 

 and, of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify,  

 with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread and wine; 

that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy 

institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers 

 of his most blessed Body and Blood. 

 

 And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our 

sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, 

by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, 

we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other 

benefits of his passion. 

 

 And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and 

bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly 

beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be partakers of this Holy 

Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 

Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made one 

body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him. 

 

 And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee 

any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, 

not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord; By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and 

glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. 

 

     People AMEN. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

     Presider And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

     All  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

     hallowed be thy Name,  

     thy kingdom come,  

     thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

     as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

     but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

     for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 
     The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread.  

 
     A period of silence is kept.  

 

     Presider  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

     People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  

 

THE INVITATION 

 

     Presider Behold what you are; 

     People May we become what we receive. 
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THE COMMUNION 

 
All are welcome to receive Communion, including children. 

Those who prefer to receive a blessing may cross their arms over their chest. 

 

ANTHEM         “God So Loved the World”           Sung by Ana Valenzuela 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

     Presider Let us pray. 

 

     All Almighty God, we thank thee that in thy great love thou hast fed us 

 with the spiritual food and drink of the Body and Blood  

 of thy Son Jesus Christ, and hast given unto us a foretaste  

 of thy heavenly banquet. Grant that this Sacrament may be unto us  

 a comfort in affliction, and a pledge of our inheritance in that kingdom  

 where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the fullness of joy  

 with all thy saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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THE COMMENDATION 
 

     Presider Give rest, O Christ, to thy servant(s) with thy saints, 

     People  Where sorrow and pain are no more, 

neither sighing, but life everlasting. 

 

     Presider Thou only art immortal, the creator and maker of mankind;  

and we are mortal, formed of the earth, and unto earth shall we return.  

For so thou didst ordain when thou createdst me, saying,  

“Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”  

All we go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song:  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

     People Give rest, O Christ, to thy servant with thy saints, 

where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. 

 

     Presider Into thy hands, O merciful Savior, we commend thy servant Anne. 

Acknowledge, we humbly beseech thee, a sheep of thine own fold,  

a lamb of thine own flock, a sinner of thine own redeeming.   

Receive her into the arms of thy mercy, into the blessed rest  

of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light.   

     People Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

 

    The preacher offers a dismissal, and the people respond 

 

     Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN (Sts. 1, 2, 4) “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones”          LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
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The family requests that memorials in Anne’s name be made to: 

American Diabetes Association, The Salvation Army, Grace Church 
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