THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Sunday 1 May 2022  10:00 AM
Grace Episcopal Church, Hinsdale, IL

GATHERING TOGETHER
PRELUDE
WELCOME
HYMN

“Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain”

GAUDEAMUS PARITER

THE ACCLAMATION
Presider
People

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Presider

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

John Rutter
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider

Let us pray.
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples
in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith,
that we may behold him in all his redeeming work;
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD
THE FIRST READING

Acts 9:1-20

S

aul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high
priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who
belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was
going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He
fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” He
asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up
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and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” The men who were traveling with
him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got up from the ground,
and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought
him into Damascus. For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision,
“Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment
he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on
him so that he might regain his sight.” But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many
about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority
from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is
an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the
people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” So
Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord
Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and
be filled with the Holy Spirit.” And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his
sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his
strength.
For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he began to proclaim
Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM

Psalm 30

Response

I will praise you, Lord; you have saved my life; you have not let my foes triumph over me.
O Lord, I cried to you for help; you healed me, you kept me from the grave. Response
Sing praise to the Lord, all the earth; give thanks and bless God’s holy name.
God’s anger lasts for a moment, but God’s love endures throughout all my life;
tears may flow in the night, but joy comes with the dawn. Response
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You have turned my sadness to a joyful dance; you have taken away my sorrow;
I am clothed with gladness all the day.
My heart sings to you with unending praise.
O Lord, I will give you thanks for evermore. Response

THE SECOND READING

Revelation 5:11-14

I

looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures
and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, singing with
full voice,
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all
that is in them, singing,
“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”
And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Silence for reflection is kept.
The people stand, as able, to sing the Sequence Hymn.

SEQUENCE HYMN

“Now the Green Blade Riseth”
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NOËL NOUVELET

THE GOSPEL
Preacher
People

Matthew 14:22-33
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed
Jesus
the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to
pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves,
was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking
toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified,
saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said,
“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”
Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said,
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But
when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out,
“Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of
little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the
boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
Preacher
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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REFLECTION

Donna Ialongo

All stand, as able, for the Affirmation of Faith.

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Reader

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of
resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

Holy One of new beginnings, fill us with new life. Send us into the world
as you sent your apostle Paul to invite people to come and see your
wondrous acts in Christ. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Revive ecosystems along coastlands that have been devastated by natural
forces and human negligence. Reestablish plant and animal life that
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purifies air and water and that feeds humans and other living creatures.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Accompany laborers who get little rest from their work. Give them hope
when they struggle to produce what they need. Give all who labor fair
treatment and just wages. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Restore all people who cry to you for help. Turn their mourning into
dancing, clothe them with joy, and put a testimony of healing and praise
on their lips. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Be present to faithful ones who are persecuted for following you. Sustain
them by your faithfulness, and give them strength in the name of Jesus.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Join our voices with angels, creatures, and all the saints in praising Christ
and bestowing upon him all blessing and honor and glory. Reveal
Christ’s glory to us and through us in our worship. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Presider

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your
life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

THE PEACE
Presider

The peace of the risen Christ be always with you. And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY
Offertory Sentence
With joy, we give thanks to God for all who support this community of love and faith.
Your gifts truly do continue the mission and ministries of Grace Church.
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If you wish to give electronically, please scan the QR code
or follow the link to our electronic giving platform.

http://www.gracehinsdale.org/give

Offertory Anthem

“Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether” Harold Friedell (1905-1958)

Draw us in the Spirit’s tether; for when humbly, in thy name,
two or three are met together, thou art in the midst of them:
Alleluya! Alleluya! Touch we now thy garment’s hem.
As the brethren used to gather in the name of Christ to sup,
then with thanks to God the Father break the bread and bless the cup,
Alleluya! Alleluya! So knit thou our friendship up.
All our meals and all our living make us sacraments of thee,
that be caring, helping, giving, we may true disciples be.
Alleluya! Alleluya! We will serve thee faithfully.

The Iona Invitation
This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ.
It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more.
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little;
you who have been here often
and you who have not been here for a long time or ever before;
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.
Come, not because the Church invites you;
it is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Presider

It is right to lift our hearts to you, Almighty God,
for your Spirit brooded over the waters
before the foundation of the world,
your pillar of fire led your people to freedom
through the waters of the Red Sea,
and your Son Jesus came to his disciples
across the stormy waves of Galilee.
In his agonizing death we see how far we stray from you,
and in his resurrection we see how you draw us close
despite our betrayals and failures.
We long for the day when all the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea,
with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven,
singing the hymn of your unending praise.
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Presider

We thank and praise you, Lord God,
because in Jesus you come to us, call us to you,
lift us up when we fear and fail and fall,
and stay with us through the storm.
Come among us now through the power of your Spirit,
that we may be transformed into your likeness,
and that these gifts of bread and wine may become for us
the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ;
who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup.
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
Great is the mystery of faith.

All

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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Presider

Everlasting God, you promise us the righteousness that comes from faith,
and you assure us that everyone who calls upon your name will be saved.
Be close to all who struggle to believe,
make yourself known to any who have never heard,
empower those who are called to proclaim,
and bless the ones who you have sent.
Visit those who are hungry:
be among them as the bread of life.
Comfort any who are thirsty:
restore them with your fountain of living water.
Strengthen all who are at sea in the trials and travails of life:
come to them across the waters and make your home with them.
We pray in union with Christ in the power of your Holy Spirit,
who helps us in our weakness,
and intercedes with sighs too deep for words,
Father of all, now and forever.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Presider

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The bread is broken. Silence is kept.
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Fraction Anthem

Mark Reynertson

The Invitation
Presider
People

From a sermon by St. Augustine

Behold what you are;
May we become what we receive.

THE COMMUNION
All are welcome to receive Communion, including children.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
Those who prefer to receive a blessing may cross their arms over their chest.

Communion Anthem

“O Sacred Feast”

Healey Willan (1880-1968)

O sacred feast, wherein Christ is received, the memory of his passion is renewed in us,
our souls are filled with grace, and the pledge of everlasting glory is given unto us. Alleluia.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Presider

Let us pray.

All

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE BLESSING
HYMN

“The Day of Resurrection”

SENT FORTH TO THE WORLD
THE DISMISSAL
The preacher offers a dismissal, the people respond

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

POSTLUDE
14

ELLACOMBE

How do we deal with difficult Bible passages when we encounter them?
How do we deal with passages which historically have been used by others to vilify groups of
people—passages that may seem to condone exclusion or condemnation of groups we may
perceive as “other than us”? Everyone looks at scripture through a lens of some kind—a lens
which will subsequently help shape the way they approach a given passage and ultimately
interpret it.
We use the Baptismal Covenant as our lens, specifically “to seek and serve Christ in all persons,”
and “to strive for justice and peace among all people.” (See the Book of Common Prayer, p. 304.)
Through the Covenant, we understand how we are called to follow Christ and approach the
difficult biblical passages with this knowledge in mind.

Why use incense in worship?
Incense has a long history in Christianity, Judaism and other religions. It adds our noses to the
multi-sensory experience of worship. The psalmist expresses the symbolism of incense and
prayer: “Let my prayer rise like incense before you; the lifting up of my hands as the evening
sacrifice.”
The clouds of incense represent cleansing and purification. The sweet smell suggests Christ's
righteousness that covers sin. In some traditions, incense is used to honor holy things and holy
people (the gathered people, that is, the body of Christ). The altar/table, the bread and wine, the
ministers and the assembly may be “censed” as a way of showing their importance in the liturgy.
Incense adds a festive accompaniment to processions, creating “holy clouds” and “holy smells”
in the air.
The sweet smell of incense is a doorway to the holy in the same way that beautiful music,
flowers, stained glass, or a room/building can lead us to ponder the mystery of God’s presence.
Incense in worship is an ancient practice that connects us to the Church around the world and
through the ages.
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Welcome to the transformative power
of Christ’s love;
if you’re here, you belong!

G RACE E PISCOPAL C HURCH
120 East First Street
630-323-4900

AND

A CADEMY

Hinsdale, Illinois 60521
gracehinsdale.org
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