THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Sunday 8 May 2022 ⬧ 10:00 AM
Grace Episcopal Church, Hinsdale, IL

We give thanks to God for these people
who are confirmed this day
in this community!

Elliott Joseph Armstrong
Ann Ramsay Ascher
Ann Ostlie Haarlow
Andrew Bridges Lyne
Ailea Carter Seraponas
Tatum Louise Seraponas
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GATHERING TOGETHER
PRELUDE

Aria Tertia and Variations 1, 3, and 5

Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)

WELCOME
HYMN

“Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen”
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EARTH AND ALL STARS

THE ACCLAMATION
Bishop
People

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Bishop
People

There is one Body and one Spirit;
There is one hope in God’s call to us;

Bishop
People

One Lord, one faith, one baptism;
One God and Father of all.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Presider

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

John Rutter
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider

Let us pray.
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that
when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name,
and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and
reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD
THE FIRST READING

Acts 9:36-43

N

ow in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She
was devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she became ill and died. When
they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples,
who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, "Please come to us
without delay." So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the
room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing
that Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt
down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, "Tabitha, get up." Then she opened her eyes,
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and seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and
widows, he showed her to be alive. This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in
the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM

Psalm 23

Response

1
2

3
4

5
6

The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters. Response
He revives my soul
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. Response
You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. Response

THE SECOND READING

Revelation 7:9-17

I

looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in
white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures,
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom

6

and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever!
Amen.”
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and where have
they come from?" I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to me, "These are
they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb.
For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Silence for reflection is kept.
The people stand, as able, to sing the Sequence Hymn.

SEQUENCE HYMN

“Alleluia! Give Thanks”

ALLELUIA NO. 1

Hymn continues 
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THE GOSPEL
Preacher
People

John 10:22-30
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

A

t that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus
was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and
said to him, "How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly."
Jesus answered, "I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's
name testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep
hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never
perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. What my Father has given me is greater than all
else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father's hand. The Father and I are one."
Preacher
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

REFLECTION

Bishop Chilton Knudsen
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THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION
PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES
Bishop

The Candidates will now be presented.

The Bishop addresses the candidates.
Bishop

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil?

Candidates

I do.

Bishop

Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?

Candidates

I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord.

After all have been presented, the Bishop addresses the congregation.
Bishop

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these
persons in their life in Christ?

People

We will.

Bishop

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ
and renew our own baptismal covenant.

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT
Bishop

Do you believe in God the Father?

People

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Bishop

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

People

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
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On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Bishop

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

People

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Bishop

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
in the breaking of the bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

People
Bishop
People
Bishop
People
Bishop
People
Bishop
People

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin,
repent and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News
of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons,
loving your neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,
and respect the dignity of every human being?
I will, with God’s help.

PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES
Bishop

Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment
to Christ.
A period of silence follows.
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Reader

Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. Lord, hear our
prayer.
Open their hearts to your grace and truth. Lord, hear our prayer.
Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. Lord, hear our prayer.
Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. Lord, hear
our prayer.
Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. Lord, hear our
prayer.
Send them into the world in witness to your love. Lord, hear our prayer.
Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. Lord, hear our prayer.

Bishop

Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your
Son Jesus Christ you have overcome sin and brought us to yourself,
and that by the sealing of the Holy Spirit you have bound us to your
service. Renew in these your servants the covenant you made with them
at their Baptism. Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to perform
the service you set before them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says

Strengthen, O Lord, your servant ____________ with your Holy Spirit;
Empower her/him for your service; and sustain her/him all the days of
her/his life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Presider

The peace of the risen Christ be always with you. And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY
Offertory Sentence
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With joy, we give thanks to God for all who support this community of love and faith.
Your gifts truly do continue the mission and ministries of Grace Church.
If you wish to give electronically, please scan the QR code
or follow the link to our electronic giving platform.

http://www.gracehinsdale.org/give

Offertory Anthem

“Then I Looked”

Larry J. Long (b. 1954)

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne
and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads
and thousands of thousands, singing with full voice, “Worthy is the Lamb
that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!” (Revelation 5:11-12)

The Iona Invitation
This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ.
It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more.
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little;
you who have been here often
and you who have not been here for a long time or ever before;
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.
Come, not because the Church invites you;
it is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

12

Presider

Shepherding God, we praise and thank you
because you gathered your flock around Abraham,
and through Moses and Joshua
you brought your sheep to a place of safety.
In Jesus you came to us as a Passover Lamb
to take away the sins of the world.
As our everlasting Good Shepherd you promise
that those who hear your voice shall never be in want,
for you know your sheep by name, and you call us your own
and give to each of us a place in the sheepfold of your kingdom,
where angels and archangels, and all the company of heaven,
sing your unending praise.
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Presider

Sustaining God, as you lead your sheep to green pastures
and guide them to still waters,
so you have led us to this table
where in bread and wine you restore our soul.
Send down your Holy Spirit and restore your church
through the abundance of this sacred meal.
As we remember the story of your Son’s life laid down for us
sanctify this bread and cup and make them be for us
the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ;
who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup.
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
Great is the mystery of faith.

All

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Presider

Saving God, your rod and your staff comfort all who look to you in faith.
Search out your sheep that are lost and bring them home.
When you find them in the valley of fear, gather them in your arms.
When they face evil in the presence of enemies,
follow them with your goodness and mercy all the days of their life.
On that day when the shadow of death covers them,
bring them to dwell in your house for ever.

14

Shepherd us with all your saints of every age into your glorious presence,
where we shall behold your Lamb in seated glory,
most Holy Trinity, now and always.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Presider

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The bread is broken. Silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem

Mark Reynertson
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The Invitation
Presider
People

From a sermon by St. Augustine

Behold what you are;
May we become what we receive.

THE COMMUNION
All are welcome to receive Communion, including children.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
Those who prefer to receive a blessing may cross their arms over their chest.

Communion Anthem

“The Call”

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life:
such a way as gives us breath;
such a truth as ends all strife;
such a life as killeth death.
Come my Light, my Feast, my Strength:
such a light as shows a feast;
such a feast as mends in length;
such a strength as makes his guest.
Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart:
such a joy as non case move;
such a love as none can part;
such a heart as joys in love.
Text: George Herbert (1593-1633)
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Craig Phillips (b. 1961)

Communion Hymn

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Presider

Let us pray.

All

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
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ST. COLUMBA

Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
HYMN

“Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing”

ALLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN

SENT FORTH TO THE WORLD
THE DISMISSAL
The preacher offers a dismissal, then the people respond

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

POSTLUDE

Toccata and Fugue in D Major
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J. F. N. Seger (1716-1782)

How do we deal with difficult Bible passages when we encounter them?
How do we deal with passages which historically have been used by others to vilify groups of
people—passages that may seem to condone exclusion or condemnation of groups we may
perceive as “other than us”? Everyone looks at scripture through a lens of some kind—a lens
which will subsequently help shape the way they approach a given passage and ultimately
interpret it.
We use the Baptismal Covenant as our lens, specifically “to seek and serve Christ in all persons,”
and “to strive for justice and peace among all people.” (See the Book of Common Prayer, p. 304.)
Through the Covenant, we understand how we are called to follow Christ and approach the
difficult biblical passages with this knowledge in mind.

Why use incense in worship?
Incense has a long history in Christianity, Judaism and other religions. It adds our noses to the
multi-sensory experience of worship. The psalmist expresses the symbolism of incense and
prayer: “Let my prayer rise like incense before you; the lifting up of my hands as the evening
sacrifice.”
The clouds of incense represent cleansing and purification. The sweet smell suggests Christ's
righteousness that covers sin. In some traditions, incense is used to honor holy things and holy
people (the gathered people, that is, the body of Christ). The altar/table, the bread and wine, the
ministers and the assembly may be “censed” as a way of showing their importance in the liturgy.
Incense adds a festive accompaniment to processions, creating “holy clouds” and “holy smells”
in the air.
The sweet smell of incense is a doorway to the holy in the same way that beautiful music,
flowers, stained glass, or a room/building can lead us to ponder the mystery of God’s presence.
Incense in worship is an ancient practice that connects us to the Church around the world and
through the ages.
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Welcome to the transformative power
of Christ’s love;
if you’re here, you belong!

G RACE E PISCOPAL C HURCH
120 East First Street
630-323-4900

AND

A CADEMY

Hinsdale, Illinois 60521
gracehinsdale.org
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