THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Sunday 8 May 2022 ⬧ 10:00 AM
Grace Episcopal Church, Hinsdale, IL

GATHERING TOGETHER
PRELUDE

Minuet (from Berenice)

G. F. Handel (1685-1759)

WELCOME
HYMN

“Come Away to the Skies”

MIDDLEBURY

THE ACCLAMATION
Presider
People

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Presider

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

John Rutter
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider

Let us pray.
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life:
Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way,
the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps
in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE WORD OF GOD
THE FIRST READING

Acts 11:1-18

N

ow the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also
accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers
criticized him, saying, "Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?" Then Peter
began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, "I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a
trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being
lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed
animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, `Get up,
Peter; kill and eat.' But I replied, `By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever
entered my mouth.' But a second time the voice answered from heaven, `What God has made
clean, you must not call profane.' This happened three times; then everything was pulled up
again to heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house
where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them
and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. He told us
how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, `Send to Joppa and bring Simon,
who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be
saved.' And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the
beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, `John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.' If then God gave them the same gift that he gave
us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?" When they
heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, "Then God has given even to the
Gentiles the repentance that leads to life."
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM

Psalm 148

Response

1
2

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
Praise the Lord, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
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11
12
13
14

Praise the Lord, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.
Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
Let them praise the name of the Lord,
who commanded, and they were created,
who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away. Response
Praise the Lord from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds; Response
sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
young men and maidens,
old and young together.
Let them praise the name of the Lord,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah! Response

THE SECOND READING

Revelation 21:1-6

I

saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from
the throne saying,
"See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them as their God;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
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mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away."
And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new." Also he said,
"Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true." Then he said to me, "It is done! I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from
the spring of the water of life."
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Silence for reflection is kept.
The people stand, as able, to sing the Sequence Hymn.

SEQUENCE HYMN

“We Know that Christ Is Raised”
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ENGELBERG

THE GOSPEL
Preacher
People

John 13:31-35
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

A

t the last supper, when Judas had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little
longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going,
you cannot come.' I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have
loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another."
Preacher
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

REFLECTION

Chris Pierce

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Reader

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of
resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our own prejudices
or desires, as the church cares for one another. Open us to perceive your
gifts in those we least expect. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and majesty of the natural
world around us. Urge us toward more deliberate care of the world you
have made. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor. Direct them to the
people who need their attention most, and turn them from the temptation
to hoard wealth or power. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress, including those
we now name in our hearts. (pause) As Christ enters our deepest suffering,
remain with those experiencing despair and great need. God, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities. By
your love heal us, convict us, and renew us. Bring an end to racism in our
churches and communities. Let everyone know your goodness by the
love we show one another. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Give us a place in the diverse company of your beloved saints, this week
remembering especially Saints Dunstan and Alcuin. Teach us the value of
each person’s identity, and bless us with a shared identity as your
children, kindred of Christ. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Presider

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your
life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

THE PEACE
Presider

The peace of the risen Christ be always with you. And also with you.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY
Offertory Sentence
With joy, we give thanks to God for all who support this community of love and faith.
Your gifts truly do continue the mission and ministries of Grace Church.
If you wish to give electronically, please scan the QR code
or follow the link to our electronic giving platform.

http://www.gracehinsdale.org/give

Offertory Anthem

“If Ye Love Me”

Thomas Tallis (c. 1505-1585)

If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father, and he shall give
another comforter, that he may bide with you for ever, even the spirit of truth. (John 14:15-17)

The Iona Invitation
This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ.
It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more.
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little;
you who have been here often
and you who have not been here for a long time or ever before;
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.
Come, not because the Church invites you;
it is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Presider

Creating God, you made the earth as a place of encounter.
Here you made a covenant with your chosen people.
When your children went astray
you came among us in the form of your Son,
showed your glory, and in his passion suffered for our sin.
In him you brought every aspect of creation to its purpose.
Your Son’s resurrection empowered his disciples,
and your Spirit’s fire enlivens your church.
You promise us that when our story with you is completed,
you will inaugurate a new heaven and a new earth
where we shall enjoy life with you forever.
So with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven,
anticipating your eternal praise, we bless you in everlasting song.
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Presider

Redeeming God, you have prepared a banquet
for us to share with you in your kingdom.
Send now your holy Spirit, that we may taste that banquet today,
that your Son may be present among us,
and that this bread broken and wine outpoured
may be for us his body and blood;
who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup.
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
Great is the mystery of faith.

All

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Presider

Transforming God, in Christ and in this holy meal
you show us the shape of love.
In broken bread show us the cost of your love
and inspire us to love like you.
In poured wine show us the constancy of your love
and form us to love as truly you love us.
Remake your earth that it may breathe your life.
Remake its people that they may resound with your glory.
Remake your church that it may look like your Son.
Wipe every tear from every eye; make death no more;
and take away mourning and crying and pain,
that all may find justice in your mercy
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and freedom in your service,
until the beginning and the ending of all things are one in you,
and you are all in all, one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Presider

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The bread is broken. Silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem

Mark Reynertson
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The Invitation
Presider
People

From a sermon by St. Augustine

Behold what you are;
May we become what we receive.

THE COMMUNION
All are welcome to receive Communion, including children.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
Those who prefer to receive a blessing may cross their arms over their chest.

Communion Anthem

“O Taste and See

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

O taste and see how gracious the Lord is:
blest is the one that trusteth in him. (Psalm 34:8)

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Presider

Let us pray.

All

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
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HYMN

“Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”

TRURO

SENT FORTH TO THE WORLD
THE DISMISSAL
The preacher offers a dismissal, then the people respond

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

POSTLUDE

Fugue in C Major
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J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

How do we deal with difficult Bible passages when we encounter them?
How do we deal with passages which historically have been used by others to vilify groups of
people—passages that may seem to condone exclusion or condemnation of groups we may
perceive as “other than us”? Everyone looks at scripture through a lens of some kind—a lens
which will subsequently help shape the way they approach a given passage and ultimately
interpret it.
We use the Baptismal Covenant as our lens, specifically “to seek and serve Christ in all persons,”
and “to strive for justice and peace among all people.” (See the Book of Common Prayer, p. 304.)
Through the Covenant, we understand how we are called to follow Christ and approach the
difficult biblical passages with this knowledge in mind.

Why use incense in worship?
Incense has a long history in Christianity, Judaism and other religions. It adds our noses to the
multi-sensory experience of worship. The psalmist expresses the symbolism of incense and
prayer: “Let my prayer rise like incense before you; the lifting up of my hands as the evening
sacrifice.”
The clouds of incense represent cleansing and purification. The sweet smell suggests Christ's
righteousness that covers sin. In some traditions, incense is used to honor holy things and holy
people (the gathered people, that is, the body of Christ). The altar/table, the bread and wine, the
ministers and the assembly may be “censed” as a way of showing their importance in the liturgy.
Incense adds a festive accompaniment to processions, creating “holy clouds” and “holy smells”
in the air.
The sweet smell of incense is a doorway to the holy in the same way that beautiful music,
flowers, stained glass, or a room/building can lead us to ponder the mystery of God’s presence.
Incense in worship is an ancient practice that connects us to the Church around the world and
through the ages.
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Welcome to the transformative power
of Christ’s love;
if you’re here, you belong!

G RACE E PISCOPAL C HURCH
120 East First Street
630-323-4900

AND

A CADEMY

Hinsdale, Illinois 60521
gracehinsdale.org
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