THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Sunday 22 May 2022 ⬧ 10:00 AM
Grace Episcopal Church, Hinsdale, IL

GATHERING TOGETHER
PRELUDE

Minuet (from Berenice)

G. F. Handel (1685-1759)

WELCOME
HYMN

“Awake, Arise, Lift Up Your Voice”

RICHMOND

THE ACCLAMATION
Presider
People

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Presider

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

John Rutter
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider

Let us pray.
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things
as surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards
you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain
your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE WORD OF GOD
THE FIRST READING

Acts 16:9-15

D

uring the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and
saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." When he had seen the vision, we
immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to
proclaim the good news to them.
We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis,
and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman
colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by
the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the
women who had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was
listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened
her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her household were baptized,
she urged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my
home." And she prevailed upon us.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM

Psalm 67

Response

O God, be gracious and bless us and let your face shed its light upon us.
So will your ways be known upon earth and all nations learn your saving help. Response
Let the nations be glad and exult for you rule the world with justice.
With fairness you rule the peoples, you guide the nations on earth. Response
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
May God still give us blessing till the ends of the earth stand in awe. Response

THE SECOND READING

I

Revelation 21:10, 22:-22:5

n the spirit the angel carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.

I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the
city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the
Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it.
Its gates will never be shut by day-- and there will be no night there. People will bring into it the
glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices
abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne
of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is
the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the
tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his
face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more night; they need no light
of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Silence for reflection is kept.
The people stand, as able, to sing the Sequence Hymn.

SEQUENCE HYMN

“Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song”
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BRIDEGROOM

THE GOSPEL
Preacher
People

John 14:23-29
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

said to Judas (not Iscariot), "Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will
Jesus
love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. Whoever does not love
me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who
sent me.
"I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I
have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say to you,
`I am going away, and I am coming to you.' If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to
the Father, because the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you this before it occurs, so
that when it does occur, you may believe."
Preacher
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

REFLECTION

Chris Pierce

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Reader

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of
resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

God of new life, open your church to the unexpected ways your Spirit is
at work. Guide bishops, priests, deacons, and lay leaders in their
visioning, partnership, and planning. Surround us with your peace. God,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give a vision of increase and abundant harvest for farmers, laborers, and
gardeners who are beginning their growing season. Join their efforts with
the goodness of creation to feed all living things. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Shine your light of wisdom and peace among nations. When those in
power seek to assert dominance over others, confound their ways and
make them yield to your humble authority. God, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
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Give safe haven to those who seek healing, liberation, or peace. Create
places filled with hospitality where hurting people find your loving
presence and wholeness, remembering especially the families of those
recently murdered in Buffalo, NY and Laguna Woods, CA. God, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Uphold the work of ministries and organizations in our communities
which assist people experiencing homelessness, citizens returning from
prison, and all marginalized people, especially the Trinity Sandwich
Board and DuPage PADS. Accomplish your will through their efforts.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Assemble your people at rivers, streams, and fonts, where we remember
our baptism and welcome others into the communion of saints. Gather us
with those who have died when we meet together at your river of life.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your
life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Presider

THE PEACE
Presider

The peace of the risen Christ be always with you. And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY
Offertory Sentence
With joy, we give thanks to God for all who support this community of love and faith.
Your gifts truly do continue the mission and ministries of Grace Church.
If you wish to give electronically, please scan the QR code
or follow the link to our electronic giving platform.

http://www.gracehinsdale.org/give
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Offertory Anthem
Translation:

Exultate iusti

L. G. da Viadana (1560-1627)

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye just; praise befits the upright.
Give praise to the Lord on the harp;
sing to him with the psaltery, the instrument of ten strings.
Sing to him a new canticle, sing well unto him with a loud noise.
Rejoice in the Lord, O ye just; praise befits the upright.
(Psalm 33)

The Iona Invitation
This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ.
It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more.
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little;
you who have been here often
and you who have not been here for a long time or ever before;
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.
Come, not because the Church invites you;
it is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Presider

We lift our hearts in praise to you, God of glory,
because in every time and place
you have shown yourself to your people
and revealed your purpose to dwell with them always.
In the wilderness you made your place of dwelling in a tabernacle.
In Jerusalem the temple became a theater of encounter with you.
In Jesus your Son you came among us,
making your home in human flesh.
In his death he faced the consequences of our sin,
and in his resurrection he made possible
an everlasting home for us at your right hand.
You have prepared for us a holy city of heavenly lights
where we will dwell with you for ever.
So with angels and archangels
we join the praises sung forevermore in that eternal city.
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Presider

Lord God Almighty, from your throne flows the river of life.
Fed from that river,
your tree of life bears fruit for the healing of the nations.
Nourish your church in this sacred meal,
that the bread and wine we receive
may be poured out through us as life abundant.
By the power of the Holy Spirit
make your church a healing balm in places of suffering and sorrow.
Sanctify this bread and cup that they may be for us
the body and blood of your Son;
who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup.
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
Great is the mystery of faith.

All
Presider

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Revealing God, whose radiance is all holiness,
make your face to shine upon us that we may be saved.
Look with mercy upon those who turn to you in hope
and long for the peace the world cannot give.
Hold in your light of compassion every troubled heart
that waits for the dawn of your one eternal day.
Shine with the fullness of your love into every fear-filled soul,
and make yourself known to all who long to see your face;
until that hour when night is no more,
and there is no need of lamp or sun, when you will be our light,
and when in your eternal radiance
you shall reign for ever and ever, one God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Presider

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The bread is broken. Silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem

Mark Reynertson

The Invitation
Presider
People

From a sermon by St. Augustine

Behold what you are;
May we become what we receive.

12

THE COMMUNION
All are welcome to receive Communion, including children.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
Those who prefer to receive a blessing may cross their arms over their chest.

Communion Anthem

“O Lord, Give Thy Holy Spirit”

Thomas Tallis (c. 1505-1585)

O Lord, give thy Holy Spirit into our hearts, and lighten our understanding,
that we may dwell in the fear of thy Name, all the days of our life:
that we may know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Presider

Let us pray.

All

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
HYMN

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”
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HOUSTON

SENT FORTH TO THE WORLD
THE DISMISSAL
The preacher offers a dismissal, then the people respond

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

POSTLUDE

Fugue in C Major
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J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

How do we deal with difficult Bible passages when we encounter them?
How do we deal with passages which historically have been used by others to vilify groups of
people—passages that may seem to condone exclusion or condemnation of groups we may
perceive as “other than us”? Everyone looks at scripture through a lens of some kind—a lens
which will subsequently help shape the way they approach a given passage and ultimately
interpret it.
We use the Baptismal Covenant as our lens, specifically “to seek and serve Christ in all persons,”
and “to strive for justice and peace among all people.” (See the Book of Common Prayer, p. 304.)
Through the Covenant, we understand how we are called to follow Christ and approach the
difficult biblical passages with this knowledge in mind.

Why use incense in worship?
Incense has a long history in Christianity, Judaism and other religions. It adds our noses to the
multi-sensory experience of worship. The psalmist expresses the symbolism of incense and
prayer: “Let my prayer rise like incense before you; the lifting up of my hands as the evening
sacrifice.”
The clouds of incense represent cleansing and purification. The sweet smell suggests Christ's
righteousness that covers sin. In some traditions, incense is used to honor holy things and holy
people (the gathered people, that is, the body of Christ). The altar/table, the bread and wine, the
ministers and the assembly may be “censed” as a way of showing their importance in the liturgy.
Incense adds a festive accompaniment to processions, creating “holy clouds” and “holy smells”
in the air.
The sweet smell of incense is a doorway to the holy in the same way that beautiful music,
flowers, stained glass, or a room/building can lead us to ponder the mystery of God’s presence.
Incense in worship is an ancient practice that connects us to the Church around the world and
through the ages.
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Welcome to the transformative power
of Christ’s love;
if you’re here, you belong!

G RACE E PISCOPAL C HURCH
120 East First Street
630-323-4900

AND

A CADEMY

Hinsdale, Illinois 60521
gracehinsdale.org
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