
 

 

 

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD (transferred) 
 

Sunday 29 May 2022  ⬧  10:00 AM 

Grace Episcopal Church, Hinsdale, IL 
 
 

 

 
 

GATHERING TOGETHER 
 

PRELUDE                                                       Adagio           Samuel Barber (1910-1981) 

                    arr. Jerry Lanning 
              (In memory of the murdered school children, Uvalde, TX) 

 

WELCOME 
     

HYMN                              “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”          LAßT UNS ERFREUEN 
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THE ACCLAMATION 
 

     Presider Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

     People  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

 

     Presider Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

  by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  

  and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE                               John Rutter 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

     Presider  The Lord be with you. 

     People  And also with you. 
 

     Presider  Let us pray. 
 

  Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far  

  above all heavens that he might fill all things: Mercifully give us faith to  

  perceive that, according to his promise, he abides with his Church on  

  earth, even to the end of the ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who  

  lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory   

  everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

A COLLECT FOR MEMORIAL DAY 
 

  O Judge of the nations, we remember before you with grateful hearts  

  the men and women of our country who, in the day of decision,  

  ventured much for the liberties we now enjoy.  

  Grant that we may not rest until all the people of this land  

  share in the benefits of true freedom and gladly accept its disciplines.  

  This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

THE FIRST READING                                           Acts 1:1-11 
 

n the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 

until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit 

to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by 

many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom 

of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for 

the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; for John baptized 

with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 
 

So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore 

the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father 

has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth." When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out 

of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in 

white robes stood by them. They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward 

heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 

you saw him go into heaven." 
 

     The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
      

 

THE PSALM                                                       Psalm 93 
 

     Response 

 

     1 The Lord is king, robed in majesty;  

           the Lord is robed in majesty and armed with strength. 

      The Lord has made the world so sure that it cannot be moved. 

     2 Ever since the world began, your throne has been established; 

        you are from everlasting.  Response 
 

     3 The waters have lifted up, O Lord, the waters have lifted up their voice; 

      the waters have lifted up their pounding waves. 

I 



5 

 

     4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea, 

        mightier is the Lord who dwells on high. 
 

     5 Your testimonies are very sure, 

      and holiness befits your house, O Lord, forever and forevermore.  Response 
 

 

THE SECOND READING                                                                       Ephesians 1:15-23
 

 have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 

reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the 

God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation 

as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what 

is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 

saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the 

working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the 

dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and 

power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 

age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things 

for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

     The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
                       

     Silence for reflection is kept. 
 

     The people stand, as able, to sing the Sequence Hymn. 
 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN (Sts. 1, 2, 3, 6)       “The Head that Once Was Crowned”           ST. MAGNUS  
 

 

I 
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THE GOSPEL                          Luke 24:44-53     
 

     Preacher The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

     People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

esus said to his disciples, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you-- 

that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 

fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it 

is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 

promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high." 
 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he was 

blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped 

him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing 

God. 
 

     Preacher The Gospel of the Lord. 

     People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

TIME OF REFLECTION  
 

     Tolling of the Bell 

J 
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     Anthem            “Come, Dove of Heaven”                   Music: Mark A. Miller (b. 1967) 

          Text: Adam M. L. Tice (b. 1979)  
 

          Come, Dove of heaven, breath of peace, sing through us we pray. 

          Come, Dove of heaven, Breath of peace, sing through us today. 
 

          Come, Light-Creator, Source of peace, shine on us we pray. 

          Come Light-Creator, Source of peace, shine on us today. 
 

          Breath, Source, and Word, come, God of peace, make us new, we pray. 

          Breath, Source, and Word, come, God of peace, make us new today. 
 

          Come, Love incarnate, Word of peace, dwell in us we pray. 

          Come, Love incarnate, Word of peace, dwell in us today  
 

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     The Apostles’ Creed 
 

     I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

          creator of heaven and earth. 

     I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

          He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

               and born of the Virgin Mary. 

          He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

               was crucified, died, and was buried. 

          He descended to the dead. 

          On the third day he rose again. 

          He ascended into heaven, 

               and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

          He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

          the holy catholic Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

          the forgiveness of sins, 

          the resurrection of the body, 

          and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE        
  

     Reader Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of   

  resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation. 
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  A brief silence. 
 

  Holy One, ruler of heaven and earth, wash us in your Holy Spirit,  

  and make us witnesses to your resurrected life in this community.  

  Let our fellowship be a sign to others of the presence of Christ. God,  

  in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

  Through thundering, mighty waters reveal your creative power at work  

  in creation. Cleanse the air, land, and waters with the movement of your  

  Spirit and the participation of your people. God, in your mercy, hear our  

  prayer. 
 

  In faithful and diverse worship, turn all people toward you and your  

  loving will for humankind. Bridge differences among traditions and  

  across faiths. Unite us in mission for the sake of a world in need. God, in  

  your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

  In the suffering and death of Jesus, draw near to those who suffer and for  

  whom death approaches. We remember especially the families of the  

  children and teacher killed in Uvalde, TX. Hold them in the palm of your  

  loving hand and give them rest. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

  Inspire us through the music and arts ministries of this congregation.  

  With clapping, shouting, singing, playing, and moving, let our bodies  

  bear witness to the joy you alone can give. God, in your mercy, hear our  

  prayer. 
 

  Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

  Rouse us to remember the faithful witness of the saints who have gone  

  before us. By their lives and the life and death of Jesus, enlighten our  

  hearts, give us hope, and lead us in wisdom. God, in your mercy, hear  

  our prayer. 
 

     Presider In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your  

  life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 

                      

     Presider  The peace of the risen Christ be always with you. And also with you. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE OFFERTORY 
 

     Offertory Sentence 
 

 

With joy, we give thanks to God for all who support this community of love and faith. 

Your gifts truly do continue the mission and ministries of Grace Church. 

 

 

If you wish to give electronically, please scan the QR code 

 or follow the link to our electronic giving platform. 
 

 

http://www.gracehinsdale.org/give                                

 

 
      

 

     Offertory Anthem          “If Ye Love Me, Keep My Commandments”     Philip Wilby (b. 1949) 
     

     If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father,  

     and He shall give you another Comforter, 

     that he may abide with you for ever; e’en the Spirit of Truth. 

     And ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.     (John 14: 15-18) 
 
     

 

 

The Iona Invitation 
 

This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ. 

It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more. 
 

So come, you who have much faith and you who have little; 

you who have been here often 

and you who have not been here for a long time or ever before; 

you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 
 

Come, not because the Church invites you; 

it is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING              
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

      Presider Glorious God, in Moses, the prophets, and the psalms you showed 

       your purpose for your people and your love for your world. 

  In Jesus you fulfilled your promises and opened to us your heart. 

  In his passion and death we saw the consequences of our rejection 

       and the depth of your yearning. 

  Yet you raised Jesus from the tomb. 

  In his resurrection you invite us into the company of your eternal joy, 

       and in his ascension on high you seal as complete his work among us. 

  So with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, 

       we praise you forever, singing: 
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     Presider Gracious God, your Son at his ascension promised the disciples 

       they would be clothed with power from on high. 

  Send now your Holy Spirit, 

       that we may know the presence of your Son among us, 

       and that bread broken, and wine outpoured, 

       may be for us the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ; 

  who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, 

       broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, 

       “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

       do this in remembrance of me.” 

  After supper he took the cup. 

  Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

       “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 

       which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
 

     All  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

     Presider Generous God, your Son told his disciples 

       to stay in the city until they were clothed by the Spirit. 

  Give courage to those whom you call 

       to stay in places of danger and confusion 

       when their hearts are full of doubt and disillusion. 
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  Your Son withdrew from the disciples 

       when they did not know what the future would hold. 

  Be close to all who face an uncertain future 

       and deeply know their need of you. 

  Your Son’s disciples were continually in the temple praising you. 

  Give your church a fresh outpouring of your Spirit 

       and make it a blessing to all the children of your earth; 

       until the completion of your Son’s ministry 

       becomes the completion of your whole creation, 

       and you are all in all, one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
   

  

  
  

         

  
 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

     Presider  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,    
 

     All   Our Father, who art in heaven,  

     hallowed be thy Name,  

       thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

          on earth as it is in heaven.   

   Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

     The bread is broken. Silence is kept. 
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     Fraction Anthem                  Mark Reynertson 

 

 

     The Invitation          From a sermon by St. Augustine 
 

          Presider Behold what you are; 

          People May we become what we receive. 
 
 

THE COMMUNION 
 

All are welcome to receive Communion, including children. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Those who prefer to receive a blessing may cross their arms over their chest. 
 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

     Presider  Let us pray. 
 

     All  Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

  of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

  and you have fed us with spiritual food 

  in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

  Send us now into the world in peace, 

  and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 

  with gladness and singleness of heart;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

THE BLESSING   
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HYMN  (Sts. 1, 2, 5)                             “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”                        HYFRYDOL 

 

SENT FORTH TO THE WORLD  
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

     The preacher offers a dismissal, then the people respond  
 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

POSTLUDE                           “Earle of Oxford’s Marche”                               William Byrd   



 

 

How do we deal with difficult Bible passages when we encounter them? 
 

How do we deal with passages which historically have been used by others to vilify groups of 

people—passages that may seem to condone exclusion or condemnation of groups we may 

perceive as “other than us”? Everyone looks at scripture through a lens of some kind—a lens 

which will subsequently help shape the way they approach a given passage and ultimately 

interpret it.  
 

We use the Baptismal Covenant as our lens, specifically “to seek and serve Christ in all persons,” 

and “to strive for justice and peace among all people.” (See the Book of Common Prayer, p. 304.) 

Through the Covenant, we understand how we are called to follow Christ and approach the 

difficult biblical passages with this knowledge in mind.   
 

 

Why use incense in worship? 
 

Incense has a long history in Christianity, Judaism and other religions. It adds our noses to the 

multi-sensory experience of worship. The psalmist expresses the symbolism of incense and 

prayer: “Let my prayer rise like incense before you; the lifting up of my hands as the evening 

sacrifice.” 
 

The clouds of incense represent cleansing and purification. The sweet smell suggests Christ's 

righteousness that covers sin. In some traditions, incense is used to honor holy things and holy 

people (the gathered people, that is, the body of Christ). The altar/table, the bread and wine, the 

ministers and the assembly may be “censed” as a way of showing their importance in the liturgy. 

Incense adds a festive accompaniment to processions, creating “holy clouds” and “holy smells” 

in the air. 
 

The sweet smell of incense is a doorway to the holy in the same way that beautiful music, 

flowers, stained glass, or a room/building can lead us to ponder the mystery of God’s presence. 

Incense in worship is an ancient practice that connects us to the Church around the world and 

through the ages. 
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Welcome to the transformative power  

of Christ’s love;  

if you’re here, you belong! 
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