
 

 

 

THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Sunday 4 September 2022  ⬧  10:00 AM 
 

Grace Episcopal Church, Hinsdale, IL 
 
 

 
 
 

GATHERING TOGETHER 
 

        

PRELUDE                                      Two versets on BUNESSAN           Richard Proulx (1937-2010) 
 
 

WELCOME 
 

 

THE ACCLAMATION 
 

     Presider Blessed be God: Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit. 

     People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

 

     Presider Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

  by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  

  and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE                                     “Morning Has Broken”                                    BUNESSAN 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

     Presider  The Lord be with you. 

     People  And also with you. 
 

     Presider  Let us pray. 
 

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always 

resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake 

those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 
 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

THE FIRST READING                   Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 

oses said to all Israel the words which the Lord commanded him, "See, I have set before 

you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the commandments of 

the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in 

his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and 

become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to 

possess. But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to 

other gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in 

the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness 

against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so 
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that you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding 

fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that 

the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob." 
 

     The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

THE PSALM                                    Psalm 1 
 

     Response 
 

      

 
 

 

 
 

 

     Happy indeed are they who refuse the way of evil,  

     nor walk the road of sinners, nor join the mockers of God. 

     Joy shall be in the hearts of those who delight in the law of God, 

     For they recite the law, they speak it day and night.  Response 
 

     They are like green trees that grow by clear flowing waters, 

     They bear their fruit in due season, their leaves fade not, they prosper. 

     It is not so for all, not so with evil doers, 

     They blow like chaff in the wind, they fall by the weight of the truth.  Response 
 

     God upholds the just, God knows the way of the righteous, 

     But the evil ones shall perish, shall perish by their deeds.  Response 
 

 

THE SECOND READING                                                                    Philemon 1-21
 

aul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
 

To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow 

soldier, and to the church in your house: 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your love for all 

the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may become 

effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. I have indeed received much 

joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed 

through you, my brother. 
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For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, yet I would 

rather appeal to you on the basis of love-- and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a 

prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have 

become during my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful 

both to you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep 

him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the 

gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might 

be voluntary and not something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for 

a while, so that you might have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a 

beloved brother-- especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
 

So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has wronged 

you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing this with 

my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. Yes, 

brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of 

your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 
 

     The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
                       

 

     The people stand, as able, to sing the Sequence Hymn. 
 

SEQUENCE HYMN                                    “Take Up Your Cross”            BOURBON 
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THE GOSPEL                          Luke 14:25-33 

 

     Preacher The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

     People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

ow large crowds were traveling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them, "Whoever 

comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, 

yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me 

cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and 

estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a 

foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, `This fellow 

began to build and was not able to finish.' Or what king, going out to wage war against another 

king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one 

who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far 

away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can 

become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions." 
 

     Preacher The Gospel of the Lord. 

     People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

REFLECTION                                               Chris Pierce 
 
 

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     The Apostles’ Creed 
 

     I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

          creator of heaven and earth. 

     I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

          He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

               and born of the Virgin Mary. 

          He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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               was crucified, died, and was buried. 

          He descended to the dead. 

          On the third day he rose again. 

          He ascended into heaven, 

               and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

          He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

          the holy catholic Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

          the forgiveness of sins, 

          the resurrection of the body, 

          and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – FORM VI 
 

Reader In peace we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

 Silence 
 

 For all people in their daily life and work; for our families, friends, and 

neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

 For this community, the nation, and the world; for all who work for 

justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

 For the just and proper use of your creation; for the victims of hunger, 

fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

 For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; for those who 

minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

 For the peace and unity of the Church of God; for all who proclaim the 

Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

 For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Paula, our Bishop-Elect; Chilton, our 

  Assisting Bishop; and for all bishops and other ministers; for all who 

serve God in the Church. 
 

 For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. (pause) Hear us, 

  Lord; for your mercy is great. 
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 We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. (pause) We will exalt 

  you, O God; and praise your name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 

  kingdom. (pause) Lord, let your lovingkindness be upon them; who put 

  their trust in you. 
 

Presider O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the 

multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who 

turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we 

give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

     Presider Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

     Silence is kept. 
 

     All   Most merciful God, 

  we confess that we have sinned against you 

  in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

     Presider Almighty God have mercy on you,  

forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit  

  keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
 

THE PEACE 

                      

     Presider  The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE OFFERTORY 
 

     Offertory Sentence 
 

With joy, we give thanks to God for all who support this community of love and faith. 

Your gifts truly do continue the mission and ministries of Grace Church. 

 

If you wish to give electronically, please scan the QR code 

 or follow the link to our electronic giving platform. 
 

 

http://www.gracehinsdale.org/give                                

 

 
 

 

The Iona Invitation 
 

This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ. 

It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more. 
 

So come, you who have much faith and you who have little; 

you who have been here often 

and you who have not been here for a long time or ever before; 

you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 
 

Come, not because the Church invites you; 

it is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here. 
 
 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING              
 

     Presider The Lord be with you. 
     People And also with you. 
 

     Presider Lift up your hearts. 

     People We lift them to the Lord. 
 

     Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

     People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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Presider It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image,  

and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 

and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 

proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

     Presider Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; 

And when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, 

you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son,  

to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 

you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in 

obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 

Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 



10 

 

gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my Blood of the 

new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
   

     All   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Presider We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice 

of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and 

ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 

Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in 

him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 

and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us 

with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him,  

and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

   Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

     Presider  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
   

     All    Our Father, who art in heaven,  

     hallowed be thy Name,  

       thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

          on earth as it is in heaven.   

   Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

     for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

     The bread is broken. Silence is kept. 
 

 

     Fraction Anthem             

 

          Presider Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

          People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!  
 

 

     The Invitation          From a sermon by St. Augustine 
 

          Presider Behold what you are; 

          People May we become what we receive. 
 

 

THE COMMUNION 
 

All are welcome to receive Communion, including children. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Those who prefer to receive a blessing may cross their arms over their chest. 
 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

     Presider  Let us pray. 
 

     All   Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

  of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

  and you have fed us with spiritual food 

  in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

  Send us now into the world in peace, 

  and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 

  with gladness and singleness of heart;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

THE BLESSING   
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HYMN  (Stanzas 1, 2, 4, 5)              “All My Hope on God Is Founded”                MICHAEL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENT FORTH TO THE WORLD  
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

     The preacher offers a dismissal, then the people respond  
 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

POSTLUDE                         Toccata and Fugue in F Major              J. F. N. Seger (1716-1782)



 

 

How do we deal with difficult Bible passages when we encounter them? 
 

How do we deal with passages which historically have been used by others to vilify groups of 

people—passages that may seem to condone exclusion or condemnation of groups we may 

perceive as “other than us”? Everyone looks at scripture through a lens of some kind—a lens 

which will subsequently help shape the way they approach a given passage and ultimately 

interpret it.  
 

We use the Baptismal Covenant as our lens, specifically “to seek and serve Christ in all persons,” 

and “to strive for justice and peace among all people.” (See the Book of Common Prayer, p. 304.) 

Through the Covenant, we understand how we are called to follow Christ and approach the 

difficult biblical passages with this knowledge in mind.   
 

 

Why use incense in worship? 
 

Incense has a long history in Christianity, Judaism and other religions. It adds our noses to the 

multi-sensory experience of worship. The psalmist expresses the symbolism of incense and 

prayer: “Let my prayer rise like incense before you; the lifting up of my hands as the evening 

sacrifice.” 
 

The clouds of incense represent cleansing and purification. The sweet smell suggests Christ's 

righteousness that covers sin. In some traditions, incense is used to honor holy things and holy 

people (the gathered people, that is, the body of Christ). The altar/table, the bread and wine, the 

ministers and the assembly may be “censed” as a way of showing their importance in the liturgy. 

Incense adds a festive accompaniment to processions, creating “holy clouds” and “holy smells” 

in the air. 
 

The sweet smell of incense is a doorway to the holy in the same way that beautiful music, 

flowers, stained glass, or a room/building can lead us to ponder the mystery of God’s presence. 

Incense in worship is an ancient practice that connects us to the Church around the world and 

through the ages. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



14 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS   
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Joachim Neander (1650-1680). Tune: MICHAEL, Herbert Howells (1892-1983). The Scripture texts are from the New 

Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of 

Christ in the USA, and used by permission. Music reprinted under OneLicense.net, license # A-720489.      
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Welcome to the transformative power  

of Christ’s love;  

if you’re here, you belong! 
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