
 

 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

Sunday 4 December 2022  ⬧  10:00 AM 

Grace Episcopal Church, Hinsdale, IL 
 

 
 

GATHERING TOGETHER 
        

PRELUDE                               Chorale Prelude on WINCHESTER NEW       Malcolm Archer (b. 1952)    
 

WELCOME  
 

BLESSING AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

Presider Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. You fasten 

righteousness around your waist and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. 

Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames, and teach us  

to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare. We ask that peace abound,  

until none hurt or destroy over all the earth. Amen. 
 

HYMN                    “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry”           WINCHESTER NEW 
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THE ACCLAMATION 
 

     Presider Blessed are you,   holy and living One. 

     People  You come to your people and set them free. 
 

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

 

     Presider Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

  by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  

  and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Presider Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 

repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed 

their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the 

coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.   
 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

THE FIRST READING                                      Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

 shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

     and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 

     the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

     the spirit of counsel and might, 

     the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

     or decide by what his ears hear; 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

     and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

     and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

A 
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Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

     and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

     the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

     and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze, 

     their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

     and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 

They will not hurt or destroy 

     on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 

     as the waters cover the sea. 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples;  

     the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

     The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

THE PSALM             Psalm 72: 1-7, 18-19 
 

     Response 

      

 

     O God, give your judgement to the king, to a king’s son your justice, 

     that he may judge your people in justice and your poor in right judgement.  Response 
 

     In his days justice shall flourish and peace till the moon fails. 

     He shall rule from sea to sea, from the Great River to earth’s bounds.  Response 
 

     For he shall save the poor when they cry and the needy who are helpless. 

     He will have pity on the weak and save the lives of the poor.  Response 
 

     May his name be blessed for ever and endure like the sun. 

     Every tribe shall be blessed in him, all nations bless his name.  Response 
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THE SECOND READING                                                                 Romans 15:4-13
 

hatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 

steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the 

God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 

accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell 

you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order 

that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might 

glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
 

     “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 

          and sing praises to your name”; 

and again he says, 
 

     “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 

and again, 
 

     “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

          and let all the peoples praise him”; 

and again Isaiah says, 
 

     “The root of Jesse shall come, 

          the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

          in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

     The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

     Preschool- and elementary-aged children are invited to process to Children’s Chapel. 

     The people stand, as able, to sing the Gospel Acclamation. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                           Ken Simmons 
 

W 
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THE GOSPEL                       Matthew 3:1-12 

 

     Preacher The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

     People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

n those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 

when he said, 
 

     “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

          ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

          make his paths straight.’” 

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 

locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and 

all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 

their sins. 
 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of 

repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell 

you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at 

the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 

into the fire. 
 

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after 

me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into 

the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

I 



 

 

     Preacher The Gospel of the Lord. 

     People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

REFLECTION                                                   Chris Pierce     
 

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     The Apostles’ Creed 
 

     I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

          creator of heaven and earth. 

     I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

          He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

               and born of the Virgin Mary. 

          He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

               was crucified, died, and was buried. 

          He descended to the dead. 

          On the third day he rose again. 

          He ascended into heaven, 

               and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

          He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

          the holy catholic Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

          the forgiveness of sins, 

          the resurrection of the body, 

          and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Reader As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world 

that yearns for new hope. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn 

writers and theologians. Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to 

delight and instruct your people. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and 

destruction will be no more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth and 
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companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and wholeness what 

human greed has harmed. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders 

who will govern with equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, 

lawmakers, and public officials to protect the rights of those who cannot 

advocate for themselves. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any 

who are exploited or abused, especially children, elders, and victims of 

human trafficking. Provide safety and help to our neighbors without 

shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence. God, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 
 

You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. 

Nurture ministries of hospitality and care in this and every faith 

community. We pray for people who are homebound, hospitalized, or 

separated from loved ones, who we name in our hearts. (pause). God, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give 

thanks for their faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united 

with them in the joy of your eternal presence. God, in your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 
 

Presider God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather 

our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ 

name we pray. Amen. 
 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

     Presider Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

     Silence is kept. 
 

     All  Most merciful God, 

  we confess that we have sinned against you 

  in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
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and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

     Presider Almighty God have mercy on you,  

forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit  

  keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 

                      

     Presider  The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you. 
 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE OFFERTORY 
  

    Offertory Sentence 
 

With joy, we give thanks to God for all who support this community of love and faith. 

Your gifts truly do continue the mission and ministries of Grace Church. 

 

If you wish to give electronically, please scan the QR code 

 or follow the link to our electronic giving platform. 
 
 

http://www.gracehinsdale.org/give                                

 

 

 

     Offertory Anthem                      “A Shoot Shall Come Forth”           Richard Horn (1938-2004) 
 

     A shoot shall come forth out of Jesse, and a bud shall grow out of his roots. 

     The spirit of life shall be with him, the spirit of wisdom and truth. 

     Then the lamb shall lie down with the leopard, and the lion eat straw with the ox, 

     For the hand of a Child shall lead them to the peaceable kingdom of God. 
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     From out of the wells of salvation will he draw us the water of life; 

     His waist shall be girdled with justice, the heart of his heart shall be Love. Then the lamb… 
 

     He’ll come from the end of his heaven, and the earth shall be torn from its place; 

     Our lives shall be filled with his radiance as floodwaters cover the sea. Then the lamb… 
 

    

The Iona Invitation 
 

This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ. 

It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more. 
 

So come, you who have much faith and you who have little; 

you who have been here often 

and you who have not been here for a long time or ever before; 

you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 
 

Come, not because the Church invites you; 

it is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here. 
 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Presider It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere  

to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
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  You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

  through whom you will also make all things new 

  in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 

and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn  

to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

 

     Presider Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, 



11 

 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 

Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 

gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my Blood of the 

new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

 

 

     Presider With this bread and cup we remember your Word  

dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus. 

     All   Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

     Presider Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit. 

     All   Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

     Presider All praise and glory are yours,  

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate,  

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

     Presider  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

     All   Our Father, who art in heaven,  

     hallowed be thy Name,  

       thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

          on earth as it is in heaven.   

   Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

     The bread is broken. Silence is kept. 
 

     Fraction Anthem: Lamb of God                                              David Hurd (b. 1950) 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     The Invitation          From a sermon by St. Augustine 

 

          Presider Behold what you are; 

          People May we become what we receive. 
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THE COMMUNION 
 

All are welcome to receive Communion, including children.  

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Those who prefer to receive a blessing may cross their arms over their chest. 
 

     Communion Hymn     “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”                                PSALM 42 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

     Presider  Let us pray. 
 

     All  Almighty and everliving God, 

  we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

  of the most precious Body and Blood 

  of our Son our savior Jesus Christ; 

  and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

  that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
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  and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

  And now, Father, send us out 

  to do the work you have given us to do, 

  to love and serve you 

  as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

  To him, to you, and to the holy Spirit, 

  be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING   
 

HYMN                                     “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”                               STUTTGART 

 

SENT FORTH TO THE WORLD 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

     The preacher offers a dismissal, then the people respond  
 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                     Prelude on STUTTGART        Mark Sedio (b. 1954)  
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How do we deal with difficult Bible passages when we encounter them? 

 

How do we deal with passages which historically have been used by others to vilify groups of 

people—passages that may seem to condone exclusion or condemnation of groups we may 

perceive as “other than us”? Everyone looks at scripture through a lens of some kind—a lens 

which will subsequently help shape the way they approach a given passage and ultimately 

interpret it.  
 

We use the Baptismal Covenant as our lens, specifically “to seek and serve Christ in all persons,” 

and “to strive for justice and peace among all people.” (See the Book of Common Prayer, p. 304.) 

Through the Covenant, we understand how we are called to follow Christ and approach the 

difficult biblical passages with this knowledge in mind.   
 

 

Why use incense in worship? 
 

Incense has a long history in Christianity, Judaism and other religions. It adds our noses to the 

multi-sensory experience of worship. The psalmist expresses the symbolism of incense and 

prayer: “Let my prayer rise like incense before you; the lifting up of my hands as the evening 

sacrifice.” 
 

The clouds of incense represent cleansing and purification. The sweet smell suggests Christ's 

righteousness that covers sin. In some traditions, incense is used to honor holy things and holy 

people (the gathered people, that is, the body of Christ). The altar/table, the bread and wine, the 

ministers and the assembly may be “censed” as a way of showing their importance in the liturgy. 

Incense adds a festive accompaniment to processions, creating “holy clouds” and “holy smells” 

in the air. 
 

The sweet smell of incense is a doorway to the holy in the same way that beautiful music, 

flowers, stained glass, or a room/building can lead us to ponder the mystery of God’s presence. 

Incense in worship is an ancient practice that connects us to the Church around the world and 

through the ages. 
 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS   
“On Jordan’s Bank,” Text: Charles Coffin (1676-1749); trans. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944), alt. Tune: WINCHESTER 

NEW, melody from Musicalisches Hand-Buch, 1690. Psalm 72, response by Michel Guimont (b. 1950), © 1998, 2002, GIA 

Publications, Inc. Gospel Acclamation: © 1994, 2002, Ken Simmons. Published by OCP Publications. Missa Emmanuel: 

setting by Richard Proulx (1937-2010), © 1991, GIA Publications, Inc. Fraction anthem: setting by David Hurd (b. 1950). 

“Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People,” Text: Johann G. Olearius (1611-1684), trans. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878), alt. 

Tune: PSALM 42, melody Claude Goudimel (1514-1572). “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus,” Text: Charles Wesley (1707-

1788). Tune: STUTTGART, German melody, 1715.  The Scripture texts are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by 

permission. Music reprinted under OneLicense.net, license # A-720489.      
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Welcome to the transformative power  

of Christ’s love;  

if you’re here, you belong! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH AND ACADEMY  
120 East First Street         Hinsdale, Illinois 60521 

630-323-4900                 gracehinsdale.org 

 

 

 


