
 

 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

Sunday 11 December 2022  ⬧  10:00 AM 

Grace Episcopal Church, Hinsdale, IL 
 

 

 
 

GATHERING TOGETHER 
        

PRELUDE                                                   Invention             Richard Hudson (b. 1924) 
 

WELCOME  
 

BLESSING AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

     Presider Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow. 

You bring water to parched ground and life out of death. 

Bless us as this light grows, and send sorrow and sighing to flee away. 

Give us strength and patience, trusting that you are true to your promises. 

Transform the lives of all who suffer with your wonders near at hand. Amen. 
 

HYMN                    “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying”                      ASCENSION 
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THE ACCLAMATION 
 

     Presider Blessed are you,   holy and living One. 

     People  You come to your people and set them free. 
 

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

 

     Presider Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

  by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  

  and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Presider Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us;  

and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful  

grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ  

our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

THE FIRST READING                                      Isaiah 35:1-10 
 

he wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

     the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 

     and rejoice with joy and singing. 
 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

     the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

T 
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They shall see the glory of the Lord, 

     the majesty of our God. 
 

Strengthen the weak hands, 

     and make firm the feeble knees. 

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

     "Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God. 

     He will come with vengeance, 

with terrible recompense. 

     He will come and save you." 
 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

     and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

     and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

     and streams in the desert; 

the burning sand shall become a pool, 

     and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

     the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 

A highway shall be there, 

     and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

the unclean shall not travel on it, 

     but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

No lion shall be there, 

     nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 

     but the redeemed shall walk there. 

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 

     and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

     they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

     and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 

     The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

 



4 

 

THE PSALM                        Psalm 146:4-9 
 

     Response 
      

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

4  Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * 

     whose hope is in the Lord their God; 

5  Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 

     who keeps his promise for ever; 

6  Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 

     and food to those who hunger.  Response 
 

7  The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; * 

     the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 

8  The Lord loves the righteous; the Lord cares for the stranger; * 

     he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

9  The Lord shall reign for ever, * 

     your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!  Response 
 

 
 

THE SECOND READING                                                                       James 5:7-10
 

e patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 

crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also 

must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not 

grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the 

doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the 

name of the Lord. 
 

     The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

     Preschool- and elementary-aged children are invited to process to Children’s Chapel. 
 

 

     The people stand, as able, to sing the Gospel Acclamation. 
 
 

 

B 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                           Ken Simmons 
 

 

THE GOSPEL                     Matthew 11:2-11 

 

     Preacher The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

     People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

hen John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and 

said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus 

answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame 

walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 

brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into 

the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone 

dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go 

out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is 

written, 
 

     ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

          who will prepare your way before you.’ 

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet 

the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
 

W 



 

 

     Preacher The Gospel of the Lord. 

     People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

REFLECTION                                                   Chris Pierce     
 

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     The Apostles’ Creed 
 

     I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

          creator of heaven and earth. 

     I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

          He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

               and born of the Virgin Mary. 

          He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

               was crucified, died, and was buried. 

          He descended to the dead. 

          On the third day he rose again. 

          He ascended into heaven, 

               and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

          He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

          the holy catholic Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

          the forgiveness of sins, 

          the resurrection of the body, 

          and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Reader As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world 

that yearns for new hope. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global 

church to magnify your love and peace in every land. God, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. Revive lands we have 

squandered and depleted. Make gardens flourish in cities and 
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neighborhoods. Cleanse polluted air and water so living things may 

   breathe, drink, and praise you. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and oppression. 

Deliver all who are unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. Reconcile nations 

and peoples in conflict. Help us pray for our enemies. God, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress 

because of worry, illness, or loss. Strengthen and protect health care 

workers, rescue teams, crisis counselors, and all who risk themselves to 

keep others safe. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient 

hearts as we gather with family and friends. Keep us mindful of those for 

whom this season is not happy. Console the grieving and surround them 

with loving support. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

Faithful God, we rejoice with Blessed Mary and with all the saints, that 

your mercy endures for all generations. Look with favor on those who 

have died and lead us to joyfully sing of your everlasting promises. God, 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Presider God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather 

our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ 

name we pray. Amen. 
 

 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

     Presider Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

     Silence is kept. 
 

     All  Most merciful God, 

  we confess that we have sinned against you 

  in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 
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We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

     Presider Almighty God have mercy on you,  

forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit  

  keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 

                      

     Presider  The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you. 
 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE OFFERTORY 
  

    Offertory Sentence 
 

With joy, we give thanks to God for all who support this community of love and faith. 

Your gifts truly do continue the mission and ministries of Grace Church. 

 

If you wish to give electronically, please scan the QR code 

 or follow the link to our electronic giving platform. 
 

 

http://www.gracehinsdale.org/give                                

 
 

 

     Offertory Anthem                 “Behold the Days Are Coming”           Paul Bouman (1918-2019) 
 

     “Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord,  

     when I will raise up for David a righteous branch, 

     and he shall reign as king. 

     And this is the name by which he will be called:  

     ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’”   (Text from Jeremiah 23 and 33) 
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The Iona Invitation 
 

This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ. 

It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more. 
 

So come, you who have much faith and you who have little; 

you who have been here often 

and you who have not been here for a long time or ever before; 

you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 
 

Come, not because the Church invites you; 

it is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here. 
 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Presider It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere  

to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

  through whom you will also make all things new 

  in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 

and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn  
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to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

 

     Presider Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 

Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 

gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my Blood of the 

new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

 

 

     Presider With this bread and cup we remember your Word  

dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus. 

     All   Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

     Presider Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit. 

     All   Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

     Presider All praise and glory are yours,  

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate,  

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

     Presider  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

     All   Our Father, who art in heaven,  

     hallowed be thy Name,  
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       thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

          on earth as it is in heaven.   

   Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

     The bread is broken. Silence is kept. 
 

     Fraction Anthem: Lamb of God                                              David Hurd (b. 1950) 
  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

     The Invitation          From a sermon by St. Augustine 

 

          Presider Behold what you are; 

          People May we become what we receive. 
 

 

THE COMMUNION 
 

All are welcome to receive Communion, including children.  

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Those who prefer to receive a blessing may cross their arms over their chest. 
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     Communion Hymn       “Blessed Be the God of Israel ”                        FOREST GREEN 

 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

     Presider  Let us pray. 
 

     All  Almighty and everliving God, 

  we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

  of the most precious Body and Blood 

  of our Son our savior Jesus Christ; 

  and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

  that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

  and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

  And now, Father, send us out 

  to do the work you have given us to do, 
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  to love and serve you 

  as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

  To him, to you, and to the holy Spirit, 

  be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING   
 

HYMN                                               “Prepare the Way, O Zion”              BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN 

 

SENT FORTH TO THE WORLD 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

     The preacher offers a dismissal, then the people respond  
 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

POSTLUDE                                               Postlude on BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN     Paul Manz (1919-2009)  
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How do we deal with difficult Bible passages when we encounter them? 

 

How do we deal with passages which historically have been used by others to vilify groups of 

people—passages that may seem to condone exclusion or condemnation of groups we may 

perceive as “other than us”? Everyone looks at scripture through a lens of some kind—a lens 

which will subsequently help shape the way they approach a given passage and ultimately 

interpret it.  
 

We use the Baptismal Covenant as our lens, specifically “to seek and serve Christ in all persons,” 

and “to strive for justice and peace among all people.” (See the Book of Common Prayer, p. 304.) 

Through the Covenant, we understand how we are called to follow Christ and approach the 

difficult biblical passages with this knowledge in mind.   
 

 

Why use incense in worship? 
 

Incense has a long history in Christianity, Judaism and other religions. It adds our noses to the 

multi-sensory experience of worship. The psalmist expresses the symbolism of incense and 

prayer: “Let my prayer rise like incense before you; the lifting up of my hands as the evening 

sacrifice.” 
 

The clouds of incense represent cleansing and purification. The sweet smell suggests Christ's 

righteousness that covers sin. In some traditions, incense is used to honor holy things and holy 

people (the gathered people, that is, the body of Christ). The altar/table, the bread and wine, the 

ministers and the assembly may be “censed” as a way of showing their importance in the liturgy. 

Incense adds a festive accompaniment to processions, creating “holy clouds” and “holy smells” 

in the air. 
 

The sweet smell of incense is a doorway to the holy in the same way that beautiful music, 

flowers, stained glass, or a room/building can lead us to ponder the mystery of God’s presence. 

Incense in worship is an ancient practice that connects us to the Church around the world and 

through the ages. 
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Welcome to the transformative power  

of Christ’s love;  

if you’re here, you belong! 
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